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ROYAL COMMISSION.
GEORGE R.I.

GEGRGT, THE FITTH, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of (rest Britain and
Iroland and of the Br:tlall Demninicns beyond ﬂw Bens, King, Defander of the FPaith, to Our
right trusty wnd well-holove] Connsallor Cnanres, Banoy Hanpixer o¢ Pexsmonsy, Hmﬁht ol
(hy Most Noble Crdor of the Garter, Knight Grand Oromn-of Owe Most Brgucahie |

the Bath, Knight Grond Commondar of Our Most Exalted Cheder of the Star of Indin, Kodght
Grand Cross of Core Most Distinguiehed Greder of Ssint Miohaal anl Saint I..’runr;e, Endghi
Grand Commander of T Most BEmonent Oeder of the Indinn Bmpive, Koight Gieand Cross of
Char Royal Vieterinu Order, Componion of the Imperinl Servies Oeder: and Our trasty sod
woll-beloved : —8m MosTAGUE Srerarsta, Enight, nne of the Tudges of Our High Court of
Justive | nnd B Marweseme Danrrns Coacuens, Koight Compunder of Our Most Honaurnhle
Crder of the Batl, Companion of Our Mosl Txalted Order of the Star of Tndia, Gresting |

Whereas We huve desmed it expedient that a Commizsion shonld forthwith issue to
angiure into the enoses of the eornt putbeesl of rebellion’ in Trelond, and indo the oondoot amd
degres of responability of the civil and milidary steentive in-Irelind in connsction therewitl i

Now know pe, that We, repaaing groat trost and oonfidenes in your knowledgs and ahilite,
hnve anthorieed and appointed. and dn by thess Prespots aothorize and appoint von, the said
Charies, Baran Turdinge of Penzhurst (Chairmom); Sie Montagne Shenrman anid Bir Mackensio
Muizell Cholmers, to be Tme Commisgoness for the porposes of the sl enguiry,

And for the better effocting the purposse of this Our Commission, We do by these Presents
v and genil ante yan full powsr to onfl Befor yon such persons us you shall judge likely to
affurd yon nny information wpon e saljeel of this Uhir Camumission ;oo syt call F ; hava
noeess to and examine a1l sueh hoals, deouments, pegistors and reeoeds us moy afford m e
fulleat information on the suhject, and to enguire of and roneernivg the premises by all other
lawful ways and means wholsoever,

Aund We do by these Presots will und nedain that this Our Qommission shall eontinns in
full foree and virtue, and that you, Our sid Conunissioners, may from time to time procesd
in e exsontion thereaf, und of overy matter snd thing thersin dontained, plthough the same
b nod continued {ram time to time by adjonrnment,

And We do further urduin thut yom have liberty to report your procesdings wnder thie
Cur Commission from time to bime if you alnl] jadge it expedient ea to do.

And Our furthor will sod plsoes ie that yoo do, with e e delay an posdble, sepoct to
e, under vour honils avd senle, your opivion upon the modters Tieesin inhmm..ud for yonur
eonsideriion.

Fiven at Omre Court of Seior Fomes, the tenth day of Moy, Ooe Dhousand nive
bnndred wnil sixtess, in the seventh vear of Cue Reign,

Ry Wiz Majesty®s Oommand,

(Signml) HERBBERT SAMUEL.
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HEPORT:

T THE KING'S MOUOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

May it plense Yonr Majesty—

1. Wa the undarsigoed. now kmubly submit to Your Majesty aur Heport on the maties into
which we wers dirocted to inguire.

2. The terms of refersmce to us were o inguire into the omuses of the recent outhreak
“ of rebellion in Ireland, and imto the conduct sud degree of rosponability of the eivil and
“ military axooutive in Irolnd in commeotion theeswith."

8, Lo pursnanee of thess instructions we have held nine meetings, of which five wore hehl
London aaid four fn Dublin, - Ak the fivst sitting the Uommizsion of Your Majesty was vewl.

4, W have exumived twenty-nine witnesses, They were exomioed in public axespt in 2o
far ns their evidence dealt with German intrigues or police information. Four other persons
submitted bo o8 sirned stntemants, and thess will be l'-uumr in the Appendix immediately following
upon the evidanee taken o pablic,

5. Wa lind interviews with various porsoss who kindly disenssed with ue the subjeets into
which wa had to inguire, We also received statements from several persons who offered to give
evidenca, bul, having regard o the scope of our inquiry we did not think it vecsssary to eall
them ns withesses,

6. We [:lﬂ:r{lﬂ:& to congider the motters reforred to in the following order, numety, (o) the
constitution of the Trish Exeeutive, in w0 far ne it & concerned with the maintensnce of v and
order ; (4) the logs] power vestad in thet Exesutive; aod (e) the Listory of eventa [eading up to
the cutbreak of the 24th April, 1918, together with cur ochservations and sonolusions theeson,

THr IRisg GOVERNMENT.

The pxeontive governmeut of Leeland 12 sntrusted 1o theee offivers, nomwoty, the Lond Limtenant,
the Chief Beeretury to the Lord Lientennut, pod sthe Upder-Secretary ;. and for the purpose of
maintnining order thoy bave o their disposal two police forees, vamely, the Hogal Lrish
ﬂm.ntnhuln.r;r amid the Dublin Metropolitan Polivs foree, % Thooreticolly,” suys Sir Willinm A nson,
Y the executive government of Lreland s conduetsd l:a{y the Lond Lisntenunt in Council, sulifect to
“ instructions which he may receive from the Home Uffiee of the United I{juﬁfnm, Prnotically
“ it is conducted for all important purposes by the Chief Seoretary to the Lovd Lientonsse
(Law & Customs ol the Constitation, ed. 1892, p. 184,

The Lord Lievteuast {who is alsn Crovernoe-Goperal) 38 rosidest in Trelond, By the torme of
his patent he fa responsible for the ¢ivil govermment of the comntry, ond the naval and military
firced of the Crown in Irelawd are under his onders.  Bul, when the Chiaf Becretary s in the
Cibinet and the Lord Lisnténant is oot, all powers and responsibility are in practice vested in the
Chiel Bocretary, His policy is the poliey of the British Governmont ns n w]m:r?u, and it 8 obvionsly
mpossible that thees should be any other indopendent puthority or responsibility in Teelund,  For
many years past the office of Lond Ldpntenant hes bean s ceremonial office; apart from the exercise
of the prerugitive of merey he has no executive fnuetions,  Proclamations, appaintments and ather
Htate documents are igsied in his nime, bt they are put befors him for sigrature, without presious
cossullation, e & only Eorniched with mformation as to the state of the country which he
nominally puverns, whei lie asks for i, and then as o nntter of courteay, The military and omesl
forves i Iraland take thojr ordevs Prom the War Offico and Admicalty rospoctively,

The office of Chief Secretary i o politieal office, changing with the Guovernment, The
Expantive Government of Treluml s entrrely v his hands Etﬂjm to the eontral of the Unbinot,
When the Chiel Becretary i a momber of the Cabinet, e has bten the cage in receut years,
hie is, of necessity, to o prent cxtemt an shsentec from lrolwnd. He has 1o wttend Cabinet
Mestings, woad he is the ooly persou who esn, with aothority, snswer qoestions wed  defend
the Government polloy in the E:lmme of Commons,  Although the Chief Secretary iz in the
position of » Secrétary of State, he has wo Parlismentary Under-Secratary, and the Lrish law
ufficers are fre tly hot members of the House of Commons,  During the last tvo and a hall

of Mr. Birrell's nine yours' tenure of office, Parliament has been in almoet continnoue sesshon,
Ie had, therelore, during this critical peried bat littde opportunity of making limeelf
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personnlly nequointed with the state of affairs in Irolamd, He wos depeodent for infoostion
an the reporws of his Under-Secretary amd the advice given by those Ivish nimbers of Paclinuiont
whom he chese to conmlt.

Tha Under-Secretary is a civil servant, residing in Ireland.  For practival purposes hie o
only take nction under anthority delegated to him by the Chief Secretary. His duty @ o report
fully ok Fmiely o his Chiel ol finformation that e esn obwmin, o give bis advice frecly os to
what shoubl be done, and then loyally to ey oul the matrections of his Chict withowt regunl
b nny pergensd opinion of hi= own,

For the ordinary msintennnge of law and ocder the Drish Government have fwo  police
Forees, viz,, the Royal Irish Constabolary and the Doblin Metropolitan Police Foree,  Baoth
forces are umler the direct control of the Irish Urovermment, though o mte fa levied is Doblis
us o contribution to the expenses of the Dublin fores (gee 12 & 18 Viet. o 81, as 28, 340,
It appears that smee 1903 the Dublin Corporation hove rofised] to pay the procoeds of this
mte mio the police fund, and that the wmutter bas heen adjusted by deducting the amount from
the Loeal Taxation sccosnl.  The Roynl [rish ‘.:tﬂ'lﬂl.ﬂ-hl-‘llu s yuasi-militery fores,  Tts
members are wrmed  with esrbines nnd taught to shoot,  They police the whole of Trelawd,
exispt the Dublin polioe disteivt.  When the reballion broks out the Constabulary wis somewhat
e strength, ae it bed forpished & good owey peeroite o the Army.  The militery
autharities were netuenlly aaxions to get recroits from s lody of men with splendid  pliysique
apd i fine record of henpurable service.  The Doblin police b also n Boe boly of wsew
wid it numbers were also slightly diminlshed by ronson of enlistinenls, The foree 8 unarned,
conseuently whon an srined rebollion beoke fut in Dublin the police had to be withdenwn
from duty, 1 Dubling like Cork aod Belfast, hnd been policed by the Royal Leish Constabubiey,
a  thovsanid  memed  and displined policamnon, knowing every e il aranny of the elty,
would live bewn s formidablo addition to the thowsand soldiers who wore avallable when
the vebollion Hret broke oot, and the vobale might bave lesitated to fnce them,  As
Hir Matthew Nathano expressed it in his Intber ol the 18ih Hmnher, FRLES, ta Mr. IHI.'EI-"“. in kb
event of an outbreak, * Bach policernun wonld be worth three woldiers” 1t s eloar from the
evidonce that the two polioe forees work eoediallv togethery, but it 4 obviows that peo separite
forces, nndir separate commands, canngd be in a tine of emergency se officient as o sagle force
under oive command.  Hach of the forees e o small specinl Crinies Branch, doawn from
uniformed men,  For onlinaey police purposes this leanch does b= work well; bat it ls ol
apecially qualified 1o deal with politieal crime, which takes so sotice of the boundaries of polics

diatriots, and which o the oaes of Trelam] sesomes s kel -I‘.!Hlll'r]i,:.':.iﬂll.

i the Irigh gystom of govermoent bo regarded us o whole it is snomalons i it timas, wnd
almost sewarkable in timee of crisie

Leagar Powuns or ruk Lusn Execurivie,

The legal powers vested in the lrish Government for the momintensmst of law apd onder,
anil the suppression of sedition wmst now bo considored.

From 1RHL to 1004 the Penee Proscrvation (Irelund) Aot t:l & 43 Yiet o, 8)* wae w
foree in that country, Under that enactmenl the lovernment vomplete conbrol aver the
importation and sale of ams end pmoonition,- sed over the carrying of o ar the possession
of ammunition. The Aet was a temporary ong continned from vear to year hy the Bxpiri
Laws Coutinuanee Aet, In 1906 the Aet wos allowel w lapse by Sir Heory L'i.mphﬂ
Bunperman's Govermmont.  But the [rish Government had other, i boss ethcient, powers For
dealing with unaothorised bodies wha sought to arm themselves. IE the onlinary excise duty an
currving o gun had been enforesd = u-uuqﬁetu regristor of firenrmes would have bean obtsdned, sisd
the poorer membors of the conmmumity might have fouml diffiealey m paying the livense duty (see
the Gun Licewse Act, 1870 (33 & 34 %’l-u.t, o. 379k It scems thst no attempt was made to
wnfores this biw, the ooly renson alloged being that the people concerned would have refused to take
out the license and pay the doty. '

The Explowive Substaces Act, 1885 (48 & 47 View e 83), which applies 1o the whala of
the 1Tnited W tngion, gives densti powers for donling with sxplosives, sl it may be gasuniod that
the tevm explosive ™ woald include stores of monnition we well ae higi-h &xﬁlmim Uinler
thut Avt if wny pordou has In his possession any explosive sulwtangs he bs guiley of elony nin
finble on eonvietion to 14 yanrs peoal serviteds, unles b oan sliow (hat be was i possssion
thereof for a luwhil olgect {seet, 4), Accesories are lable to s like punishment.  For the
surposs of dikcovering sloves of explodives, the Attorney Genernl, H be s rensonnble grouud
or believing that the Aet hae boon disobeyed, may onler an faquiry 1 whieh  witiosses
may be examingl oo sath, although ne pesson is vhaeged with any erime under e Aet.

Tho Unlawtul Dvilling Ace, 1510 (80 Giso, & ¢ 1), b« on Aef %o provent the training of
“persone o the use of Arms, snd o the practice of Milltary Evolutions sad Exordee” It
prohibits drilling snd military exerciges unless authorised by the Crown, the lieutonant, or two
county justices, amd authorises nay justice or pesce officer to disperse any lnuutinimnthu:iaai
for drilling, snd te nrrest the ons atte . As mogards procedure, the Uriminal Law
and Proceduore (Treland) Aet, 1887 (30 & 61 Viet, o 20), bosides providing for epecial jury teials in
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proclaimed districts, empowers the Lord Lisulenant by proclamation to peobibit or suppresa
*angeeons assgcintions ” aml defines pe dangerons any asseciation whish (feeee alis) interferes
with the sdministration of the fnw or disturhs this maintenamee of lnow poad order,

It omay e noded too thet the ol Aeis, knewn aé tho Whiteboy  Acts; same ol whicl
worn passed by the Drish Parlinment, appoar io be stlll In fovee.  These .l'luzt- wive the Uovesnnen
extenive powers for dealing with naotoss or nolawinl sssemblies,

Tha Ivish (Gavernmant have alss the ordinary commaon liw powors For proceeding agains
petsons who pablish soditions libels, or engage In apditions sonspirasion, it Tegal powies are
of oo nvall unless the Government make 1p their minds to put them inlo exeention, sl own rely
on juries aod magistestes to do their duty when prossentions are snpported by wdequste evidenes,

War broke ont on the dth Aneost, 1914, ad on the fih Auomusi the Defence of the
Realm Act, 1014 {4 & & Gien. & e 299, wos passed,  This Aet anthorised HHa Muajesty in Coumell
tn tesme Hegulstions, during the continonnee of the war, * for semuring the publio aufety aml
tho dofemce of the realm.” and metituted trial by Court Martinl for sertons offences sgainst
the Regulatione,  Under these provishons theee apposreil to be ample powers loe dealiug with
any muanifestations of gedition or rebellion. Bur a8 regards Leelaml, the teeth of ks potiment
wore iltwwn by the Diéfence of the Realm Amendiment Aet, 1813 (5 Geo. 8 oo 34) which
wns paseed on the 18th March, 1915, Thet Aet provided that any Hreirich subject {not being o
person ainbject 1o militory law) oharmed with wn offence inder the Defence of the Realm Aets
might elaim to be teiad by u jory in o eivil court, instend of by court mnrtial,  Power waa giveu (o
His Majesty to suspend the operntion of this provision * in tim. nvent of invasglon e othir spociad
military emorgency.”  But it certaluly would have Been diffigalt 1o have _lurﬂiﬁw] the exoreies of
this suspensory power in lveland lefore any actun]l outhreak in oarms had oconered. It was
impaseible, s statard by Mre, Bireall aml other witoesses, to get o convietion, in any caee tried
by m jury, for an HEFLII:E pgnmst lnw and owmler howeser strong thé evidence for the Crown
might be, The PCI'.'II'l:r wf internment ennforred by the regulations spphed primarily @ (oreigooes,
amel only extended ta British snbjeets when * bostile nesocinting ™ o |l he estabilished. Therefors,
howevar sorious an offence might be, the only remely wies o prosecotion before & court ol
surmmary jurisdiction where six monthe’ imprismment wis the maximem pudshoent that conhl e
'iIIIEﬁEHi , nodl whem n case wons tried before justioes thers wis no eortainty that the decision would
be i aocordanes with the evidenes.

Cavees or v (YUTHREAK,

In dealing with the series of ovonts which lod op to the outbvesk of the 24th Agedl, 1910,
pnel. in endogvooring Eo eluekdats th eanses of the rebelliog v Droland, the faet alisald b T i
minil that thore is always 0 section of opinion in that sountry bifterly opposad to the British connee-
tion, wad tint in times of exeitenient thin seetion ean imiposa its sontiments on lirgely eressod oumbars
of the people, As My, Dirrell deseribed it : “The apirit of what toalay is ealled Sinn Feloism
is mainly composed of the old hateed and distrost of the Writish eomneation, slwiys noticenble
in all elasses, and In all places, varying in degree, ped Anding different wave of exprosson, bot
always there us tha baclgromnd of Trish politios and charsoter,”

The incidente which precedsd the rsisg @ Aprl, 1016, are folly detailed in the wvidengs of
the witnesses, ol |:|m£t b spmunorvised as Folluws :—En the winter of 1003, whils indusirial strikes
were [y progress in Dubling sa srmed fores of working men, officially mlled the Citizen Aemoy,
won first cvented,  As this foree wae partly armed, and the Dublin Metropolitan Police are an
naprmed  Toree, the emplovers ware in some cases compellad to sem their enrters to resist
intinnidadion by the strikers,  This lewless display of foroe should have boen s warning against the
rocent paliey of permitting the indiserhninnte aming of civiliane in Teobond in dmes of turhulenco
nnd faotion. Lo perieds of pones it noe bo destrmable oo orderly oommmity o disregant some
sditions iflernnces me mers vapouring, bot when @ eountey & oneagrel inos serious .t1.1'u;;£::l pelitiom
alters (s aspect and becomes treason, dangorons W0 the community, and shoakl prompely he
siippresgad, Az stnted by Sir David Haeeel in his avidence, the Trsh poople *are sasily led, and
iia therefire the more wenmbent on Government to nip lowlessness and disorder in the bd,
Neglect in this respect Las invariably Jod i things gotting out of Tand, with the rosalt that steong
ropresiv measires bicowe pecessary, pind ek nniﬁﬁp bo dunpesed wpon sished, bk perbinps
compiratively noffensivo people,”

Uh the 15t December, 10ES, v view of iuformation that sems werg eatering Lhe provinge of
Ulster from foreign countrirs, Inodmding Germmny, o Procametion was  fssield owler  he
Customs Consnlidation Aet, 1878, prohibiting the importation of arms inte lrelamd,  In doffanes
of this, Incge quuntities of arme were surveptitionsly impoeted by night ot Leme and other
ploces, in Apel, W4,  Befove. this date other similar couslgninmis lad  been sizod
vonfisented. 1t has been stuted thit nw m metter of policy it was decidal by the Government
not to inke proesedings againat those responsilile for thie breach of the low, ‘Tho validity
of the Proclomntion was afterwards questioned in un setion browght Ly s guosmith of Ulster
ngninst the Customs anthorities, but on the 15th June, 1014, & majority of an Teish Courd
upheld its validity, Notwithstanding this decision the frinll Chovernmint doeided 1o withdraw
the 'melamation, and the withdrawal, though decided en hefore the outbreak of the War,
wag pablicly notifield on the Stk Aogust, 1814, the day after War broke out.
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U Sanduy, the 26th Joly, 10140 & lage consigoment of aems pod ammnnbtion from  abroml
wad landed s Howth, near Dublin, for the ase of the Irish Nationsl Voluntoors, whoe will b
Levonftar diseribed,  Members of that Topee overpuwersd the Costoms Ofecrs anl lanled anl
distributed the arms,  An ottempt was mode by the Dabline Metropalitas Pabeo acting wndor orders
af Me, W, ¥V, Harerel, the Asstetant Commissionor, to oufores the Proclasstion by seizume; A ffer
lr}:'lin r Fruitlessly to abinds the ceoperabion of & detichiment. of the Boval Frsh Constalinlary he
vitllml in o militeey fovon 1o aaaist him, and o Tow wrms were taloon, bat woat of the Volimteses esceed
with the weapens bofore the areival of the milleary.  Whilst the teoops were retaiming (o bnrmels
ey were attacked by s wob snd an anfortusisie ncldens ocoareel by which some membees of L
]_Illflﬁin Pt their lives thrmgeh shots from the sobdiers in Bacheles Walk, My Hareel was imme
dimtoly suspendod by the Chiel Betrstary pending Forther investigntion, A Réwal Commissdon was
n[;pninl'-r.‘ Lo enipnire Inda this miteer, anl sat from the 8ih to the T1th Apgast, 1014, In their pepart
which was snbmitted to Your Majesty, Mr. Harrel was consurail by the Commission for his coniluet
in invoking the sssistanes of the toops, and he resigued his position,  The Chief Commissionsr—
Bir o ohn l!ImH, of Blnilenshoreg, had proviowsly visigned hie position aftor the avder of tempoeary
suspenslon bad boon Baed ngminst ?Rr. Harral, 'ﬁ?ﬂ resigantion of Me, Huerel wis loalead upon by
the Hmhﬁﬂ i Dublin s tantametnt o dismissal, and while it appesrs that it had ao affect oo the
loyalty of the Piblin  Motropoliten Police, it tended 1o disconeage the officers of that baly
from initiative in euforoimg Lhe taw,  Fortwr, there con ba oo iimbt that his diginizaal teudml
tir wenken the muthority of the polies, ae QL gave rise 1o the opioion anoagse the more Ennmnt
ilaseoa that in wiy pase of disorder the Government might not suppart Lhoir setion,

In aspite of thoe breach of the Proclamstion of Decsmber, 1813, m the landing of srma ae
Howth, the Irish (lovernment deeided (ss i the esse of tho arme Duported of Loaoe) to
take no action, and to jestitute o prosesotion, aml o the St Augiet, w2 hae been ahovie stated,
the restrivtion upon the importation of arme into Dreland was romaveil,

From the evilence given bofore the Roval Comimission it i olear that the sorreetion was
eansed by two bedles of men allied together for this purpose snd koowy us the Leish Valunterrs
and the Ultizen Army,  [F s now a matter of comwen sotoriety thit the Trish Volunreers have
tpm i commuonisation with tho suthorities o Germnoy and wers for & long Vime koown (o
be mipplis] with meney theongh Tebsh Awericsd pociaties,  This was so stated o publio by
i .Jutu MeNeill on the 8th November, 1814, 1t woa swspeetod long hefom the ontheeak thist
aome of the motey aame Trom Crermm soorees;

The following facta show what wis koown of the erigin aml development of these two hodies
anid tho adtion taken by the Lrish Crovemment i dealing with thisr setivities (—

The Ivigh Natiopsl Voluntesrs owel thede origin toon meeting st Dublin i November, 19779,
of twelva man who come together to disones the formation of an Lrish Vololeor Avmy,  The
founders of the foroe neludeal John MeNeill, Bulmer Hobson, 1Y, H. Pearse aod The ('Hoehilly,
After the decision to sarol volusteers bad been token, o mecting abtsaded by some thousands of
pocrple wia hekl in Phblin and the movomant took shape,® 16 was started qoite indepesdently
of any Irish "olitieal T*arty by men strongly opposed tu any political sonneetion of Tratand with
England. By June, 1514, 45,000 mon ware repurtod L fsive been enrollel, and Mr. Hedoond
in I%ﬁ.m: manth ssceeoded in ggouring the addition of onough members to the Conmittes to seoure
ta himeelf and hie party the control of the movements of the bady, to the great dissptisfaction
of the origina Fu:lnrﬁ‘:'rl. Ou the eve of the Prime  Misister's mesting in Dublin oo
the 25th Seplember, 1914—where Mr, Hedmond spoke steongly in favour of regraiting—a manifesto
wos msund atlecking My, Redmond's sttituda.  This was signed by MeNeill and siz others
{afterwands involved in the Hebellion) and conclided by regretiing L Sir Hoger (Cnaemment’s
absenoe prevented hid beiog u siguatory,  (n September 3ith this party dissssoctstad themselrge
from the Dvish Natlonsl Yoluntesrs snd formed & sew Foree onder the muine of the Irish
Vaoluntoers. By the end of October the force envolled ommbered over 15,000 incloding 2,000
in Dublin.  OF these, more than 8,000 ware known bo be setively engnged in deilling st the end
of 1814, and b0 ba i plesssbon ol over 1,400 rifles:

It wae of parmmount importasce that afier the onthreak of the pressut war no opportunity
abould have boon glven for the deilling and arming of sny body of men known W be of seditions
tendenday, aud no other considerntion should huve mterierad with the onforcing of this doty. Afier
the war broke out theee was s considersble wave of feeling in Ireland in favonr of Allies,
Reserviate joining the Colours were grracted with cothusiaim, and reerviting wes suscessful, 1t was
owing to the agtivities of the leaders of the Binn Fein movement that the forces of dislovaliy
prrpdundly sl stendily inoreased. and undermined the initial fentiment of patriotism.

The words * Sinn Fein " (ourselves wlne) rsthor deseribe o movement than an association,
and the priveipad efforts of those conncoted with the movement before the outheenk of the war
hid been sctive opposition o soy reoruitipe of Lrishmen for the Dritish Avmy smd Novy, and a

ive epposition to all Tnsh parlicseataiy porties,  From the fact that seme léwlers of the Shin
m movement slao lod the Irish Voluntises, tha latter have frequontly heen dalled the Bim Foin
Valunteers, nnd the bwo expressions from fhe end of 1914 ae synonymons. Botwosn the Sth A ngost,
1914, noil tha Sth Decambor, 1954, thare was e law in forve prohibiting the importation of aems inbo
Tralsml. Certain wureants liod boon fzsusd Ly the Lord Licuteonnt, nutliorvicing the polics to seize

* Hecpel histary of the Trish Voliestoera, Ly Tha 0 Balsily.
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wirrne, Lt o the St Dvopralae, oo aimendmont of tho Regulatious ander the 1lenes of tle Raalin Aok
vinjrawnrad tha pelive to sobio ams sod seplosivos which might be landed un the coast, sn exesption
Liinge roade in Faveir of sporting shot gons, which was, howaver, cancalled an the Sth Febrency, 1015,
Novertheless uros ond oxplosives continued to be smuggied into Treland, A flood of seditions
likerngire was disseminated by the londers of the Irish Volonteor Party early ia the wir, aml certain
mawepapers wore snppresscd, bul nocording w the stavgment of the Under-Secrectary for Treland,
aetion agninit the selitions Press was not very consistently taken, al promineat membors of the
Inish Parlinmentary Party were strongly against pewspaper suppression,

By the ond of March, 1915, the lrish Volunieers do not sppear to have boreased mock b
aumbars although they bad acjuired move arme.  On Moroh 16th, 1015, the Defenos of the
Realm Aot, Nwber 2, was passed, by which any Dritish subject coull olaim the right to trial by
jury for an oifonee inst the Defenve of the Bealm pogulations, ped this Auvi to & groat
oxtent hampersd the Tadh Esecntive in deallng with cased of sedition in Iveland. Tosufficlent

wttention sppears to Lave beeo paid 1o the st of wffsics in Dreland in both Honses of
Parlinmant,

'l!‘hn:ﬁkuus the whaole of the remainder of the year 1815 the Trish Voluntesr Paryy wore active
i their efforta to ppoouenge sedition,  SediGeus pepers were poblishal, pamphlets of o violaut
tone dssued and circolsted, paid orpanisery wore aot throvghout the cotinbey o enrol sl deill
volutesr recroita; anid the leaders themselves were nctive in attendipg unti-cedroiting  meetings
at which digloyal spoeches wers openly made, A\ consideralle number of the younger mombars of
the priesthood in eertain districts joined v the movenent and schoulmasters who wore followers
of the Siun Fein movement ilissominnted tresson wmongst the youngar people through the meliom

of the Trish hngne,

Action woe taken during this periol against seditions newspapers, sl against cevtain paid
neymuisers uf the Trish Volunteer Parvty, bt this course was Il.rL'ﬂL_[;lJ" appesed by membors of the
Irish Parlinmentary Party, and the Nstionaliet proee.  Major Proce in hie ovilence saya -

“ Une unfortunato thing which hinderod us o good desl was the attitude of the oiftoin
* Nationalist Party aml their press.  Whonever General Friood did soythiog steong in the
“wny of suppressing or deporting these men (the organisers) Foom Trelamd, tey at onee
= deprecoted i, mnd said it wag n monstroos thing to toren oo man oot of Leeland.™

Leshmen ne lonbt apprectite the maintenance of onler, bl they sppest to biave ai invelerale
propulice sgainst the punishinent of disorder,

Ho seditions had the covntry become during 1915, that jures m Dobling and mogistemtes in
virions piele of the conntry—through fenr or Bsvour——eonbl not De trusted to give decisions in
pogordanes with the evidence, The only teibomale which conld be relied upos st Lhis time were
these preaided over by resident mngistrates in Dublin or Belfast, who had so power io imposo &
greater sentonce than six months’ hard laboor.

The ipuestion il tha upplivﬂﬁml of pompalsory secvige gnve & prost stimmlog i bhe [ddah
Volimteer moverment i the siutumn of 1018, pud shostly hefore the weeent outhrosk the pamber of
trisly Volunteers was estimated by the police sutherities w be about 15,000, wemed with over
1,800 riflas snd about the same number of shot gong and piatols.

During the groster part of this period the Citizen Army remained distinet From the Drisl
Volinteers. The movement which lad to the formution of the foruer body, composed chiefly of
Dhilslin worlowen, was to s lnrge extent inspired by anaechist sentimont based on [rish discontent,
The lemler waa Jumes Connolly, who s desevibed as o man of geeat oncegy sl ability,
By the month of November, 1005, it wae kuown that the two bodics were neting in combination

it Dhbslin.

In the newspaper # The Workers' Ropuhbic ' alited by James Counally the following passage
AR D—

# The Irish Citieen Army wis the fiesd publicly ocganisal aouel citizen fore
saanih of tha H-l_.l}'ut:, Vs popstitution |I-IE.‘11‘I_IH:I;.[ nal  =kill |1|ﬁi]l!|:!l it members o work
* for an Lrish Bepublio aml for ths emangipation of laboor."”

Thronghout the whole of this year Leslind wis in o state of great prosperity o that Lrish
discontent coull hardly be atiribitail (o sconomic conditions, exeept that the Tousing conditions of
the wirking olasses in the City of Dublin might havo Ill'_'l.'ll.'lllill.l.ﬂf for wo winlerlying semse of (s
satiafnetion with oxisting suthority.

In the mepotioe thy volonteers wers stendily deilfod wod  peoctised military ossatiavees by
sy sod plght. Awmbolance clusdes were Poened io imitabion of o simibir organiaation i Ulstor
furmesd by the Ulstar Yolunteers, In Dublin the Irish Volunteers held officers’ traming scliools
nud carried out "’JE]]:t attacks, nnd some munwuyres took plage in the middle of the city sad m the
nelhbourhood of the Castle.

During this perdod the Nationnl or Bedmoalite Valoiteers had snnk ioto almost complets
stugnition and towards the close of the year 1915 the lsrgest armoed and drillel foree in the
provinoes of Leivster, Muonster, sin] Conpaught—excluding soldiors—mware the Ivish Voluntears,
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I g lotiep intereeptel by the Censoe in the post on the 24t Mareh, 1918, aud balieved 1o have
bizn written by non -n'l the tepching staft of B¢, Mary's Colluge, Rathmines, to 0 friend 5 Amaries,
the following axtract sppoars and fe of interast as an indiention of the spitt that wos abroad
disloyul spetions of the community :—

“Oh B Pamiok's. Day thore was o lot of poople pot mto priem ander tho Defenoe of
“the Fealm et Therd wee w wmsour that they intended to seixe the arms of the
* YVolustiecis, The Polies esided o Lot ol plass bt only got ooe Brearm in s House and
* ey up e qols The Casile 2 wote T Lhign eloge Ve bt 15 ateaid to dio u.'l:l'_i.lﬂlh'}g
“ ayminat them,  Thers was u moreh in the strests of Dublin right theougl the City in front
“of thy Foveign College of Trinity amd befors the Porllament Howsd, The Julnntnarn
“ woere all armed with Rifles.  Eoin MoNeill was present zml they ssluted him pe they
* murolind by, and all this wder the nose of the Castle. Tt i milangerous thi:ﬁnm iy,
* hut the Volimleers do nol e, They are getting sttonger evely ll-ngl. Many effores are
* boing mado for it i koown pow that they sre onr only hope einee they put conseription
®alown pometime ngo.  Rodmond i8 dons for.  Whoaver wing the War this Country
* will be weouged aud plondessd, bat the people of Troland sve pot disposed of vet, Their
" utﬁriL ip alwnys’ improving and growing more Irigh,  One thing w clasr if ool othare,
* A oemd ds being put 1o the inle and inselends of the "FL!LEIL'-I'.I Thuf- arer ot
" oenely wo arrognnd 0s ey meed 1o be. T hopo to Clod we tny see vou in Trelsnd when
“ vou bove Boished your time aver there. We want the like of vou to strike & bow ae
“aloho 1Ball.  Easter will soen be over then theee will be the Summer coming on.  May
“oand June will poss Liy—uot very hot as yvot—and thon vou know ax well as | da
“ and o doobt moch better,”

Bofure 1lll'llh|¥ b thg evonils af the present venr it i desimlde to relor (o the sonfidential repors
of the Inspector-Genseal of the Boyal Leish Constabolazy wnd of the Chief Contmizsioner of e
Drublin Meteopolinen Polles, w slow that even belore the outlirenk of war aml doring the war, full
kiowledga of the exieting state of affhive was supiplied o the Under-Secretary, :|.|||HI through i
by the Uliel Seceotary. O the 15tk June, 1914, & report was subiitted from the office of the
Lispeetie-Uienesal in which §t was stated —

“Tn Trelswl the tesining and deilling (6 the wee of srme of u grest part of the
“mnle population ik a pow departure which s bownd in the pol  distant fuure o
“olter all the existing conditions of life, Obediénoe to the law has nover bheen w
“ promivent churaoteriatic of the people.  In tioes of poasion or excitement the law
"Lu.- omle ey mnintaingd by foree, mud thin has been rendoeved practicable owing to
“ thy wiest. ol oolesion amumg the erowds hostile to thie police, 1 the people haonmie armed
“amd deillod effective palice control will yenish, Hvents are moving,  Lach county will

. enon bave ateained aemy far outnunibiering the pelies, woid those who control b volonteers
* will lIE s position to dietube wowhat extent Inw ol the lond may be eueried
“ into affoet.”

As warly na the Tth Septomber, 1814, the Dublin M litan 'olice ware warning the
Government of the donger to be expouted within Dublin isell.  On thad dste the Tollowing
dlatemnent was mode 1 the Covernment :—

“ There e no donbt that so far a8 Dublin j conoerned tho majoriy of the Irish
“ Notjon!  Voluntoses would follow the lead of the extreme section, nnd hints have
* been given that thoy are not without hope of being able to mssume ‘and  establish
= pomtrol of the Gevernment of Iraland beford tho present diffieultive are over snd that
* they may attenpt some eseapnde bofora bong,™

Ui the #ath Ootober, 1014, the Dutective Departmant of the Thablin Mewopalitan olice
sibimittod to the Undee-Secvetary votes of the speeches mada by the Irish YVolonteers b thei
first Aowual Cosvention,  The demonstrators bud morchiod 1o the mecting neardy 1000 strong,
250 ol thor munber ool with ffles snl 20 of the Nations]l Boye Beouts s Ilr!j:t wipul “ﬁ
Specches of the most uonatory anil revolubiomarey dhameter wese deliverad,  The hﬁm

t.,“"li.ﬂ'“',j. rebullion und the shodding of blood “in the grest fight of Irelamd pgninst the Britieh
L prive,

Thiess: shuermmiy’ s svee soon by the ©ied Bawrotwry, hiit ho wroto v emsgmment o thedr nontents,
and 1o proseedings were tukon,

From the vonmmencement tha Dublin Metzopolitan Palics were v adl respocts ps llﬁ.igom an the
Rulf'n] Trieh Constaliiliry i forwarding to the Governmont regular infoemation as to the canduck
amil progres of the hustils argniisitions within their Juivislietir,

In the Avmigs]l Beport ol the Dnspéctorlienensl, delivered at the eod of the yeur 1914 the™

followimir wirds oomir : = o the persoina] Gt the Uommitces; in i deddaeation of ||-|:-l'|L=.1.', i the
utternnoes of ile leading representativos in the Press, aml ot poblie meetings, in ile opposition to
the efforts of Mr. Bedwomd amd the Trish Parliamentary Party to bring Iﬁnl.ﬁnr] inbin lie at the
presand notwnal onsas, wnd inoite censude sgainst onlistment in the Arvmy, the Ivish Volunteer
IH';:‘-IIII-I:HI-f-iIIII ligs alinwn iisoll to ba I].iFI:IJF'I,IJ. Eistlibiehie, i revedupiomiey, 1f i soesns @
opuartanity wore ne bl
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O the 13th Febeanry, 108 o further repore wies subaiitiol, 1o which it was staed thoe s
coctaln mestings of the 1tish Hepublican Brothechood i Tyromd memboes wore reminded of thoe
0 []l.'r'l"t-llr]h.!' affreded 1.1:.* the presant crisle o l-lrih'.l." a blow . For the inile pattilonee af Leolwml, and
Lﬁgr wore promised arms asd wamonition whin the tme srvved,

Ab cortain plages in Co. Waxford afler e Hmm”lgatinh ol miilitary oidors amler thi
Drefenie of the Healn Avt for the setlon of e inhinbitants in the event of ao fivssion, eounter
petices were placarded colling on the people to disobey the orders lsoel, aml to weleama the German
teoaps ni rinnda

Lo i report sobeitted on the 15th daly, BOLS, i wan stated thae informagion had boon
received from o reliable soureo that w spm af 3,000 dollars had been fecontly 2ent from Amerien (o
the ol of the Teigh Yolunteers,

In & repurt submitled on the 14kh September, LO15, the following passige vecars —

“ Aocarding to the wformetion confidentinlly obtained, commominitions am  passing

# hatween the lemlers of the Clan-nnetiegel m Amorion amd tho Sion Fein in Teelood, s
“monny hes besn senl over to the lattee to halp them ina eampaipn of dislovalty, As
= the imdeuu af the lrish Volmteors wpparently aim st National independenco, the
4 foree benrs resemblancs to the old Fenisy movement, but valike the ltter iz reuly to dell
“and arm s membars aml s not megarded as @ oseeeb society.  As already ceportod
W peeording to the confidentin] information, 11 o mnutina of the Couucil of Trish Valuntesrs

s Hhald in %}uhlirl an the S0th May, 1905, Professor MeNeill o the chair, & vosolotion in
# fuvour of the Irish Volunteers declaring themselves in favour of immedinde inaurrection,
# proposed by Balwer Hobson, was only defested by the sasting vote of Prolessor MeNeill”

A report dated the 13th November, 1815, contadnod the frllowimg statiment :—

#Thiz force iz disloyal and iterly Asti-Bratish aml is daily inproving its segamsation
# Homa drill i practiesd but e activities are malnly directed ko promoting H;ﬁ‘i.hi.l.lll and
S hindering reventtment for (e Aroty aned it s now pledged to resist Conseriptaon with
“arms.  According to information from a volishle source the Sinn Foivers have alremly
#plapned w rising o the event of Coenseription, awl ns this is pechaps the die object in
“which they would find wany Redmondites m agreswont with thea, they might give w
“ geripuy nmount of tronblie”

O thie 1460 Discembier, 1918, o Fepave win submitted that —

“ The Irish Volomtoers wore yory sctive duaring the month aml gainel L300 pew
“ members.  Lientenant U Leary, V.C., wag hooted and insolted by o party of volunteers
“ poirbe marching, A party of 800 held military manesvees 0l Artase, Co, Dublis,  The

“liborty of wotion at present sojoyed by the openly digloyal and hostile S Feiners
% ig having o very mndesirmble effeet,”

O the 29ch Novembor, 1010, & special report win delivaisd which dowerves stody. Tt
contiting the following statement :—

“ Tt s foet that this body of Drish Valuntsers numbers 10,000 steang in the P ines
“ owith eontrol of 1,500 rifles nod possibly more, thoroughly disloyal sl hostile w Britlsh
# (tororument 8 apparently now on the inerease amd 1 desive to point out that it might
“ papidly ssstme dimendions suthciont to canse anxieky to the miliry wathorities, As i€ i
“in the svanl ol an iovasion, o of aoy fmportanl reverse o one troops i Lhe feld, the
= Irigh Volunteer Force would seviously embarrass armugements for home defamee,”

In wldition w the iformation coutaosd i the sbove-amentioned peports of the Boyal Irish
Congtabolnry, Lord Midleton in November, 1915, had ao isterview with the Chisf Secretary i
which b strougly urged that the Trish Yolonteses shoulil be disasied, smd oot pormitied o
parmile, and he pressod Tor the prossestion of these responsible for suditious speechs. }lli.i Warnings
wire entively neglectod,

O the 18t Daoember, 1003, & letter woe sent by thee Under-Seeretney (o the Chief Socretiry,
of whicl the following pasesage b8 an extenct (—

“ Whet is Hedmawl wp to with his comparisons betwaen  roled and (iresi Beitin in
# tho watters of Polico and Crime? He koows, or shoubl koow after what Dillen wreote
“ o him over s manth sEoe o the enclosed * confidheniial " lettor and repented vorbally oo the
“ 3l men.  The present situation n Trelamd e wost sevions and menncing.  Redoud
* haall wemb me the other * privete ™ onolosoes on the Dih, e knows or should enow
“ that the dorelled strengih of the Sion Fein Yolunteers bas incroused by » coopla of
* thinsml sotive members i the last two months to s total of some 13,500 aod cael groap
“of thise i3 o eontre of revolutionney propegasds, He koows, or should knew, that
* afforts wre. being made to get wrms for the sapport of this propagenda—that the Trih
“ Yoluuteers hove d.lrum.‘l;r o 35300 rifles, that they luve their oyes ou the 10000 in the
“ liands of the supine Notiowl Velantocrs, uod that they are mu.ﬂmvum'hlu to supplemend
“ therr nfles with shot gons, rovolvers g pustols, Ia:tlw weasyres  possibly *requiving
S pdditions] police st the ports will be cequivel to conter these ttemptz, aol noless o
“ other mattery we keep these revolutionaries inder ohservation, we chall wit be in
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“ position to desl with the ootbresk, which we hope will not cceer, Tul which on-
* doubtedly will Tollow soy atbempl to enforde ponseription, or, dven if theye is no such
“ mtbompt might tuke place s o cesalt of eontipnal ungnceess of the Beitish Arme"

O the Akl Faomury, 1915, Loed Midleton ealled sttention in the Houeo of Lovds to thecondition

ul lreland,  In the coorse of his evidencs he enid o % 1 also nomed four seditions “uw?%ﬂ' anil
"

wissell tho (Govermoemt o oppose them, and to say exactly what was the status o Lrish

shinteers. Lord Crewe's veply, which | hand in, winimised the inoresse of the seganistion,
oxpresagd snoguine hopes thot regulations meued by the Military anthorities wonlid practically put
w stop to this dissemination of seditions pewspapers, sl undertook, aoder renewed (iressure
From me,.that the full sttention of the Irish Govermment and the Military suthevities would Le
given to the status of the Volunteers" Lerd Midleton further said: “On the 26th Jaonacy,
19186, 1 had wn interview with the Prime Misister by appointiment, aml 1 beooght all these faots
before hive,  The Primé Minister paked me 1o hand him o menomssdum giving the views whick
Tl bees plaved into sty hands, into which he nadertook to muke most | examination. | sent
hine submeqieently ot hie wish o memoraodum, which I produce,” He added: T had an sppoint-
ment with the Prime Misdsioe for the 14tk March on soether very lmporisnt subjeet, and 1
proposed then to lay bafors him the Report of this Cdmmities™ (which lwl met to l.iiucn-t this
sibjeat) *aml te give him s copy of it Unfortunakely the Prime Minister was laken il an
tha 13th, oned ssibsequently had to go to Bome, 1o the resalt the interview never took plce,”

Besides the warnings above mestioned Lonl Midleton pave further warings at later periods,
o hin ovidenon be stateid that on Felrvuary 281h he saw Sir Matthew Nathao, and on March fith
Liged Woimbarns, -and that —

= All the guistions wlinah had bess disoussed bafore woees hroaght o) st the mestings,
4wl Sie Matthew Nothan eepecially pressed on me that since sur peevious intefview E
4 movemeant had boen develaping wiieh more serionsly in Dabline.  He ieentioned to ma the
* anmies 4f those who were kinown to the Geveriitbent ns the chief conspirators snd argod
Homm e ol as n specinien an srtiele by Bheehy Skefington fn the Janeiry oe Falroary
% gumber of the Ceniwry, 1 folt o stromgly that Mir Matthew hal not the pecessary
* powers thit T asked the Lurd Lieotensut of Ireland whether T eould go ovor and see liim,
“and as he was in London he wid good enough 1o aevange a mesting with me on Macel dth
i Arlington Btreet, | found Lord Wimborne rather & more favonmble view of
* the position in Irelnpd than Bir Matthew Nathan . . . o . bt the goneral trend of
“ the vonversstion showed that bhe wias most soxioos w deal with some nfﬂt.lm ringloadery,
*anil | gathered, althongh he did not sy so in werds, ke was unable to move Forther owing
“ tor tha ﬁl’!lllll‘l].l attitude of the Government towards Ireland wlich it was impossible Lo
* digturh,

Between dunvary, 1916 aud the outbresk of the issovecetion, the Lrish Yolusloors steadily
inermised o nnmbers ol diselplimt.  During this time they weed known o be luppl_r]ug ==
slvos with quantities of s and high explostves by theft, or otherwise, whon opportinity offerid,
It the early monthe of the year the stnte of vurions parts of the comtry was known (o b
lawloss,  In Jdanonry the hesds of the Howal [rish Cowstabilary submitted to the Onder
Secretary sn ong for the amendment of the Defomee of the b Aet and Regolations,
They pointed it that triel by jury had proved 1o be o filues and thd in o wrts  wf
lroland the mugistrates could wot be rohed apon to enfores the existing cegmintions. A
eonforonce was hohl at the Costle w0 cossider these resommendations early w  February,
Amendmente of thy liw wmd probibition of the eorying of wms by the Irish  Voluntoors were
suggestod ne pemwlial weasures oo arclully writhn puper of recommondations sabmiteed to
the conference, 11 wie attonded by Mr (PConnell, Depaty Inspector-iencead of the Rayal
Irish Clonstabaliry, e Under Secretary, CGrenerul Freiend, snd the Ssliciter-Genernl.  The
only suggistion diseussed was ‘that dealing with explosives—the morn serions matters ware gl
pren brought forwand. Upon thie point Me. 0'Connell cemncked :—*It was my improssion,

rightly or wrengly, that thay had bean disenssed by higher anthorites”

The poblicetion of wewspapers codubaing sedithne artieles sontinmed douriog  thg ipri:{; ul
i, A sumber of sediions bools éalled © Tracts for the Times ™ were cleodlsled, Major
Pt of the J'l.]'m_q" [T!!u“'l.gﬂul::e Piopmrtant, informel the Coninission thiot b bisdd eaeznliations
with rogitidd o thiv metter, bot adided . —= T liken myself 0o duhn tho Baptiet prosching o the
Wildoress as Lo talling steps on the subject.  The Clivil Authorities did wet think it desivalde
to take atops,"”

Ui St Vaerok's duy, the 17th of March, there wisa patsle of the Teish Valmeers tiroighout
the Truvigees, wniler ondars From their Hesdguaetors,  Abont 4500 tomed ooty of whow 1817
wers ariel,  The peport of the luspoctor-Uioneral of the Toysl Trish Constabulary, desling with
this pamide, contringd the Ballowing romarles . —

“ There cin be po dowbe thad the [eial Vobinteer leders are o ok ol rebels wlio
* woull proelwim therr mdependeres i the event of wny favoutable opportunity; but with
“ihair present remimocs o without salstantinl reinforcemnnts it s diffioalt 10 Baegiee
“that thay will' wake even o beet stamd agmine o soall body of treops, Then abeer-
“ vatione, howevar, are mide with refersned o the Provinoes snd wot o e Dublin
# Muotropolitan ares, which is the centrs of the movenont,™
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Al the end of lset Mapoh the Comnedl of the Teish Volunteors assamblod o Duldin, wod jesawl
a manifestn warning the public that the yolonteers (—
* Clinnot subamit 1o be disprmod, sl that the eniding for svos and e attemptod
# disprining of mes, therofore, i the satursl courss ol things esn only be met by
M posiatminte and Bloodelad.”

O the Tth April, 1016, poblic meetmgs of the Irish Volunteers were hold for the purposes of
peotesting ngainst the deportation orders aml 1o enlist recenits.  The apecches were very vinlent,
thrests heing uepd that persone sttempting to disnem the volunteers wouli]l be * shat dead.”

The Chief Commiseioner mado n report to the Under Sceretary, aml that docmment shows
oligrly the view that Colonel Edgeworthelohnstone took of the sitnation -—
“ These receniting meeti are o very undesirnble development, and ave | think
" pansing hoth wonoymmee nnndg‘unnminuea amongst loval vitizens. i e, . »  -Lha
= 1 Tﬁulu riy are gaining in nambers, in egripment, in discipline, and in canfidence,
“and I think drastic sction shoull be tnken to limit thelr activities,  The longer this is
% poetpansd the more diffealt it will be to garey onb.™
This repurt reached the Tnider Seoretary on the 1h April, who wrote on it * Chief Socretary
sl ihe Lord Dideotepant to sep the Uhiel Covunissiooer’s minnie,” o the 12tk the Cluef
Bocretnry wreole npan it, * Requires carefnl consideration.  1s it thought practicable to undertako
a polioy of dissrmament, and, if 0, within what limits, if soy, can such s policy be cieaumeeribed # 7
UI.].u:m the same day the Lovd Lientenanl wrute oponm i, * This e o difficall peim ¢ conld the
disarming he satisfactonily effooted *
No spswer to the minote wne rewnrned to the Hoyal Irish Constabolary, snd the file did
ol fimd its way back to the Ingpector Grenarnl until the 24th May.

For sowe wouths before the rising, . vewspaper campnign wos carried on suggesting that
if an lttqm;rt were made by the Government to disarm the Irsh Volonteers, it conld only arise
from the deliberate intention of Boglishmen o provoke disosder sud bloodshed.

There ts mo donbt thai thess articles were intended toindimidate the [rish Goveronent,
anid to prevent their taking aetive repressive mestures,

O the | Bth April news resched Doldin Castle that s ship had loft (Geemany for Dreland on A gl
12th, n::mmpnmi:ﬂ v two (3 orman aubmnrines, bat the news was accompanied by & éantion as to its
acewrney, The statement ndded that the ship was due w0 arrive on the 21at, amd that o rising was
timed for Haster Five, On the 1%th April s #pocinl meeting of the Dnblin Corporatinn was held
at the Mansion Hovsi to diseu=s the police mte.  Alderman Thomas Kelly, in the course of n
speceh attneking My, Justios. Kenny (who had albadled at the opening of his Comission to the
state of disordér in Dublin and had nrged military action) made n statement to the effect that
he had received that morning from the Editor of * New breland " o circolar which he waonld
reail, It wes from o man mumned  Little, New [relasd Office, 18, Floot Streot, Dublin,
16t April, 1818 :—

“-Biry—The gravity of the presend sitnation in Irelind compels me to mvite your
“ gerious sitention to the ehelosed. It i & copy of portion of o doemment recently
opildresied to, apd on the files in, Dablin Castle, 1o view of the deliborate mbention
% hipee pavialed on the part of the Government to cnuse bloodshed i Ireland by an
“ uttack on the Irish Volunteers—a body formed openly in pre-war times—in & mumer
“gertain to provoke mimed resissapen, fn.p[-au.l tn _'iﬂTl to e %ﬂur mfluence, public
# and private, in whatevor manner voo may congider would best benefit this country. Tha
# pipker from which this (locanent is enpied does not indicate punetastion or capitals,

4 The following Fl‘ﬁﬂ:ﬁ.uﬁmr:‘ ieasbres hivve boon sanetionsd by tha Trish Offies o
“ the recommendation of the Gengral (fficer Commanding the Forpee in Treland. Al
# praparations will be made to pot these messurce in foroe immadistely on reoeipt of an
“El or lssusl from the Chiel Secretary’s Office, Dublin Casile, pmd signed by the Upidor
# Sacretary and the {ienerul Officer commanding the Forces in Ireland.  Firat, the following
“ pursong 10 be placed under arreet :—All members of the Sinn Fain Notional Conneil, the
“Uentral Exeoutive Lrish SBinn Fein Volooteers, Geneen! Conmedl Irish Sim Fein Voluntoors,
“County Board [rish Sion Fein Voluniesrs, Hxeeotive Committes Natiom] Volunteers,
“ Coisde Guota Committes Giaelie League. Hee It A 3 and 4 aml sup esmentury  Hat
A 2 . . . . Dublin Metroplitan Polieé and Hoyal Irish Uulmt.u.imiury farees in
* Dulilin City will be confined to barracks inder the divection of the Cempetent Military
“ Autherity.,  An order will be lssued to inhebitants of city to remnio In thelr howses until
“wuch time ss the Competent Military authority may otherwise direct or parmit.  Pickets
* ghosen from units of Territorinl Fordes will be pleced at all points warked on maps 3
gnd 4,  Acvompanying moumted patrols will continoowsly visit all points and repott
“prery hour, The following premises will be  ocowpied h; adequate forges, mnd  all
 mecessary mensires used without veed of reference to headquartars, etﬁ“il'ﬂl., premises Known
“as Liberty Hull, Deresford Place; Ne. 8, Hurcourl Street, Sinn Fein Brililing ; Na, 2,
“ Dhawson - Steeet, Headquarters, Volunteers ; Noo Y3, DYOher Streat, * Neonality Offfen’;
“ Mo, 25, Ratland Square, Graslic Lengne Office ; 41, BEutland Bequare, Foresters” Hall ; Sinn
% Fein Volunteer premises in oity ;- all National Velunteer peémises in the ety ; Trades
& Connoll premises, Copol Steeet ¢ Soveey Tonge, Lojoaies Rond, Bathmines, Tho following
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* premises will be solated, and sll commumications to or From prevented -—Premises known
“ni Archbizhop's Honge, Dromeonds, Mansion Hovse, Dawan Steest ; Neo 40, Herbert
“Park ; Larkfield, Kimmoge Rond, Woodiown Parl, Ballyboden ; Saint Fnda's Collegr,
* Mermitage, Rathfarnham ; awd in addition premises in lise 310, 500 maps 8 and 4.7

Alderman Kelly, i eontimring, snul that the decoment was evillontly gennine, and that he had
done w publio service in drowing attention to i, in order to provent these military operations heing
earried ot in a eity which he declured wes under God the most peacesble in Evrope,

This dogwment was wn antire fabrication, Uopies of it foimd =mee the entbrenk sre shown
Ly slentiieation of type to huve been printed nf Lihurl'.g Haull, the headguarters of the Uliizon
Army, It 18 not lnown who was the anthor of this invention, ne whather Mr. Little was in any
wiy responsible for it,  Many copies of this forged docoment were printed and disteiboted, and it
wig widely popsidered by the paople 1o be genuime, gl po doubt led po the belisf by the memlers of
the Irish Volanteers and Citizen Army that they would shertly ho dissrmed.  “Thi= ondenbiedly
D i of the proxfimate spuses of the outhiveak. 3

On the 22nd Apeil, 1918, the news of the eaptore of the German 2hip, amd of the st
of i minn believed I;'Jr- Sir Roger Cosemonty wis poblished,  The # Lrish Volumteor ™ newspmper
anionined in Hs isse of that day under the title of Hosdnarters” Bullatin (—

* Arrangements are now nearing eompletion in all the more important hrigade srons
“ for the lwlding of & very interesting sories of manouvves at Esater.  In pame instancos
“ the sreangemonis contemplale & obeoor two day biveune.  Ae Tovr Enster, the Dublin
= proeramime may well stand s o model for other arae.”

Raforenes war alan made 1o g niove olaborste sevies of mameiyvres o8 "W hitaantide,

It ie ¢lear that the loadees of the mevesent expoetod the arrival of the ship, since amissarnios
of the [rish Volunteers were sont tu meed e, The vessel, however, amd Sir Hoger Cassmont,
apponr to have arvived o littlo gooner than was expeetod.

On the vews of the capture of the ship orders wore given ar the Hendgquarters of the Irish
Voluntesrs cancalling  theoughout all Trélaud the armngements foe the fullowing day—Somisy.
The wder waek signed “ MeNeill, Chiof of Stall” This appenred i the carly evening papers
af Bntorday, the 2ind April,

T makpg il the 23l 10 owns lsown fe he wothacities thed the mos serestn]l was Bir
Roger Cnsement, A conberenin wis hold at Dublin Castle on the seme evening, The abassloo.
ment of the parmde of the Velunteers for Bunday was then known,  No movements of the
Volunteers tonk place on that day., A report was reccived on Sunday afterncon that there
had besn & robbery umder srmas ol sbout 8 o'clock aam. of 230 Tbe, of gelignite From quwrries
w fow miles southewest of Dubbn and thet 8 was balieved the stolen matedal, or part of
it, had been taken io [..-ll:urtd_:- Hall. Caonferences hebd during Somday, the 236l April, st the
Costle ary fully deteiled in the evidenes of Lond Wimborve, Sie Matthew Xathou and othor
witnpsses, 1t wi eventonlly decidod that the proper oowrse was to arrest all the loadors of
the movewent, there boing by this time clone ovidenee of their * hestile ssgomation,” bt it was
pgrroe] that before this could b satoly done millteey proporations - softivient (0 ovemaws armad
nppesition shombil e seeurod. _

Early in the morning of the 84th April the Chief Beerotary’s conomrimmes with the. proposed
arrist u.mf ttenment in land of the Emm.lh.[mﬂnn wite aakedl [ar nod obtainel, bt before soy
furiliar effective steps conld F}u takem the insurrection had broken oot nnd by noon nany portions
of the City al Dublin Lhad heen gimultansonsly ocenpied by reballoue penied {orces,

There is oo doubt that the onthreal bl been earefully planned beforehand., A poaket-
book disocvorod upon one of the rehels who teok part In the rislng i Wexfmsl contained i Hit ol
thir ploees petaally seized i Dhibilin whaes the outheesk sceirned,

L s

It e outside the scope of Your Majesty's instriecions 1o ns o nﬂuﬁw bow far the poliey of
the Trish Executive was adepted by the Calinet ns o whole, o 1o sttach responeibility to any hat
the Civil aml Militory Exeeutive o Iveland ; but the gensral canclusmon that we deaw [vom the
pvidence before us s thot the wimin eamee of the rebellion appears to be thut lowlessoess wns
wllowail to grow up incheked, and that Treluod for sovers] years puet has heen adicinistored
an (he prineiple thet it wes siler ond more expedient to lave Tow in abieyance iF collision with
any faction of the Drish people voubl thereby he avoided.

Such n poliey ia the pegation of that eardinal rule of Government which demamls that the
anforcement of biw anmd the prosecvation of srder shoubil slways be indopesdent of - polivieal
expislictay,
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W gousider that the lopertation of lirge quentitics of arms inte Troland after the lapse of
the Arms Aoty sl the wleration of drilling by large bodies of won it o Ulster; anil thens i
utl;u:r districts of Iroland eroated eonditions which vendeead possible e recont troubiles b Dublin
and alsawhor,

It wppears 1o s that eolugtonee wos shown by the Ieish Govormmeot to repres by
prosecution weitten and epolon seditioms itternnoes, il G0 sappress the deilling aod uoaneaying
of wrmed foress known to be ander the control of men who were htu!lﬂg gelating their hostiliey 10
Yiur Majesty's Governmont anil their rendiness b weleuime sud segist Your Majosty'’s encmios

This velnotinee was lorgely peompted by the pressure brought to bear by the Parliamentary
veprusentutives of the Irish people, awd fu Teelwnd ftscl! there developed o widesprosd boliof
that oo rvepressive mensures would  Le idevtaken by the  Governwiest against  sedition.
Thid lod to » rapid incresse of proparations for surrection anl waa the iumediste sause of
Ll recent uuibiraak,

We nes of optoion thee from the commeneement of the prescat war all soditions nbtermnoes
nid pablicslions ﬂ!muhi lve Leen Bemly sappeessel ol the sutset, wil i juries or msgistiatos wers
found unwilling to enforee this polioy Mrther powers should have been fnveliaad ander the existing
Acte for the Defence of the Beslm,

We sre als of opliion that on the sotheeak of war all deilling aml  ansirring b
uirscognised  bodies o{!’ men, whether srmed or wiarmed, should have baen sivketly  prohibitad,
apd that s soon sz i beenme lmown w0 the Irish Governmest thot the Liish Volunteers aml
the Citizen Army wire under the contral of men peogared to assist Your Majesty’s coemies if 1l
opportugity shoull e offored 1o them, afl drilling and open caceying of wrme by these hodios of
men should havs been lureibly suppresssd.

It does not nfpnm' o ba disputed that the authorities in the apring of 1916, while belioving
thut the seditlous hodies would not venturs unwidel to broak into insurreotion, were convimeed that
they wore prepurod 1o assiet a (Grermin landing.

We nee further of opinion that ot the risk of & collision airly stepm should lnve béen taken
o arrest mud prossonie leaders pod orgranisens of sedition.

Fur the rensons befure given, we do net think that any responsilility eeste npon the Lond
Lisutenant. He was appointed in Februwey, 1415 and was-in o0 way answerablo rrjr the puliey
af the (fovernment.

We are, howevar, af the opinion thet the Chio Hmﬂn?' e the galiindstoative hawd of Your

Majesty's Government in relam] s primarily respomsible for the situation that was allowed to ariso
mnlJ'Lhn mithronk thit oeviorred.

Sir Mutthow Nuthan assuned offies w2 Under Seorotivy to the Trish Government in Sgplewmbor,
Wi, only.  Tn o view e carrigd vut with the ntmost Joyalty the palicy of the Government, aml
if T il inte RER[RETIOE thi el ﬂﬂﬂiu.rr:, Trut we eopaider Elub e did net Ill'l.:ﬁt!i!'.ntl.j il‘l1l.|tF.H=
apon the Cligf Secroliry durving the Intlers prolonged absenves foom Dublin the sesesicy for more
motive mensures to remedy the sitoation in Frelund which on December 18cth lagt in oa letter to the
Chief Beoretery be doscethed we " most sevions auwd mesieing.™

We wv sutisfiod that SBir Neville CliambGerlain, the Insprotor-{ienerl of the Hoyal Irigh
Constalmlary, sl Colenel Edgewavth-Fobnstone, the Chiof Commissioner of the Dublin Metropolitan
Police, roquired their subordinates 46 formizh, aod did receive Toon their subordinetes, full aml
exait veports we to the natwee, progress nol sims of the verious wemed asociations in Ivelaml
From these sonivees the Government had abondast msterial on which they conld have actal muny
mionthe before the leadors themselves contemplated any aotnal rising.

For the comduct, zenl  and |r.|:ru|l.3 of the Howal Treish L,'unau.hulnr] andl  the Duliin
Maetropolitan Police we have sothing bt praise,

We do oot ateach any reaponsibility 1o the Military nuthoritios i leelond for the vebellon
of ite vesilia,  As long ms Leelnnd won uoder eivil government thise antlorities: had nothiog
to di with the soppression of sedition.  Theiz duties were confined o seeuring efficioncy o
their own ks to the promotion of recrniting, swd they cooll only oid in the suppression
ol disonler when duly eallel on by the eivil power. By the mildle ol 1918 it wes clvicus 1o
the Military authoritics that their efforts in favour of recruiting were helng Frustrtod by the
hostile. ackivities of the Sinn Foin supporters, snd thay made repressstations to the Govern-
ment to that Mlect. The genoral dsoger of the sibustion was dlenrly pointed oot le the Trsl
Government by the Military authoritice, on their own ipitintive, in Fehruary last, bui the
warning fell on unhesding ears,

In comelusion, we desive to plece on record onr high appresiation of the serviees reuderad
with ability snd energy by our ]:Fuann Bevrotary, For several wontlie My, Grimwooll Mears
gave his services volunterily to the Government in their fovestigetion iute cnses of allegel
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German wtrocities, and subsequently served aw joint Honorary Secvetarv o the Commitbes on
allaged German mnngﬁ geperally koown as Lonl Hryee's Committse. The expericsce thus
gained by him Las been of great wdvantage to Your Majesty's Commissioners,

We offer our vonlis]l thanks to the Secretary of the Conmission for the sssistasee he has
griven us in the performmnee of our tnsk.

All which we hombly submit sod ropuort for Your Majesty's gracious consideration.

{ Bignudl} HARIDINGE OF PENSHURST,
MONTAGUE SHEARMAN,
MACKENZIE DALZELL CHALMERS

E GEIMWoul MEAHRS,
Speretury.

Jdune 26th, 16914,




