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NOTE.

In the following Extracts, bearing chiefly upon points
which seem at present to form topics of a considerable
amount of discussion, the same subject will occasionally
be found adverted to in the reports of different years.

I have deemed it better to preserve intact (with scarcely
a verbal exception), the observations as originally written
at the dates of the several reports, than to alter or amal-
gamate them by re-writing the whole; adding only occa-
sional notes by way of connexion or explanation where
such appeared to be necessary.

A few Lxtracts from the Constabulary Code (which
might have been multiplied to any extent), illustrative of
the essentially civil nature of the Constabulary duties,
have been subjoined.

HENRY JOHN BROWNRIGG.

May, 1862
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On the alleged too Military Character of the Irish
Constabulary Force.

I.—So much has been said upon the supposed military Vague
. R notions
character and tendencies of the Irish Constabulary, that ghout the
niilitary
character

formed upon the subject, the grounds of which it may be ‘%E)tr‘és

it 1s very probable that erroneous opinions have been

well to examine.

L. It is not, however, easy to deal with a mere general
slutement upon this subject. When a definite proposition
1s advanced, it can be considered,and approved or rejected.
But when, as 1s not unfrequently the case, it is said that
the I'olice are “too military,” the exact amonnt of mean-
g tended to be conveyed 1s not very apparent.

If, for example, 1t were alleged that the Irish Constabu-
lary should cease to be grouped in barracks, and live
indiscriminately amongst the people:—that they should
cease to be under authority and control, and go where, and
do what, should seem good to themselves:—that they
should cease to wear a uniform, and dress in plain clothes,
lce other men :—or that they should cease to carry arms,
aud be served ont with walking sticks :—such propositions
would, at least, have the merit of being perfectly intelli-
gible.

But what is meant by the Force being “too military 2"
—too military for what, and in what respects too military?

If it means that our men are taught the use of the arms
they carry; to march and act in bodies when necessary ;
and to vender a rvespectful and implicit obedience to their
Officers,—then, not caring to quarrel about a word, I at
once admit that the Constabulary are a military body.
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But if it mean that they ave not civilians—that the
duties they are employed upon are not of a purely civil
nature—that those duties have any resemblance to those
of the military—or that the existing organization is not
adapted to the state of things in this country,—then, I
am persuaded that every one really conversant with the
subject will be prepared with ine to deny the allegation.

2. That*—if the men ure to carry arms, they should be
serviceable and safe—if they are to be clad i1 uniform, it
should be of u sufticiently durable kind—if they are to wear
a head dress, it should be light and comfortable instead
of the reverse—and if thereis to be subordination of ranks,
there should be visible marks of it,—all these seem to be
requisitions so reasonable that I have not scrupled to ad-
vocate them even at the risk of being considered importu-
nate: and if that advocacy shall fail from an appre-
hension of the Coustabulary Leing diverted from their
civil duties, I may venture to say that such an apprelien-
sion 1s groundless.

3. Some, possibly, may fail to see¢ the essentially rird/
chavacter of the Constabulary, looking at them only
as members of an organized Iforce, having a certain amount
of military appearance,—thus, conlounding w disciplined
with w military body. But I presume it is hardly neces-
sary for me to insist, that a strict discipline s indispensable
in a large armed foree, comparatively few of whown are for
any length of time under the eve of un Officer; or that

* ‘I'he above wus of course written prior to the recent issue of new artns
to the Constabulary; and it muy be here observed in explanation, that
for a considerable time previonsly to the issue. the old arms—which hacd
been upwards of twenty vears in use—had become unserviceable and
even dangerous to the men.” The clothing, also, hud been of a very bad
description—greatly inferior in quality to that of analogous scrvices,
and quite inadequate to the wear required. ‘The cap—dress and un-
dress—was at once oppressive, unsightly, and ill-adapted as & protection
against the weather. These complaints have at length been removed ;
and the consequent improved exterior of the men bas probably, in part,

led to the revival of & notion that the Constabulary were assuming more
and more of a military character.
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this discipline Is no less esseutiul to the satety of the
public than to the management of the Force itself.

II.—There 1s no reason to fear that the Constabulary Points of
reseme-
» blance be-
will ever merge into a mere military bodv. Every thing is tween the
R 8 i . J R ~Very g Constabu-
against such a contingency. 'L'rue, they live in barracks;— ]ﬁri] and
. . ilitary,
they wear a uniform ;—they are armed and equipped ;— examined.

Torce, as at present constituted and at present governe

and they are taught the field exercise ;—but there the re-
semblance ends, and a very slight resemblance it is.

Ivery body of men will, it 1s-evident, beconie, in the g;(tfi:lslized
main, what the laws and regulations by which it is govern- take the

ed and directed fashion it to Le. If, then, the Constabu- g?ﬁtﬁer

lary Code be examined,* and it a single rule be there found, Fules and
- o goveri-

caleculated to create a feeling in the force (whether ment.
Officers or men), that they are a military body—that they
are soldiers—or that they are not civilians ;—then I will

yield the point contested. The genius of the Constabu- ;Yuxlsgllnl-

\ . . . ary Code
lary Tforce is not less diverse fromn that of the Army than ogsg,ltiﬂl|y
is the nature of its regulations from that of a military code. i
1. T'hey live in barracks ;—but their barracks are 10t Ditference
between
Military
but are, for the most part, simple dwelling houses, in no ‘;';’l‘{)u(jl‘fl:y
respect differing from those of their neighbours; their })_?rrack

" 11e.

household economy approaches far nearer to that of the

great buildings, constructed expressly for the purpose;t

family than that of the military barracli;—one or two
arried families rveside at cacli post, the female portion
of which cook, wash, and clean for the men, and not a
few of the rest of thie married men are allowed to sleep
with their families out of barracks.

2. They are armed and accoutred ;—and nobody pre- Arms and
tends to deny that they do present a military appearance, ,ﬁgﬁ‘;},‘“‘“’

wlen (for instance), leaving Dublin in bodies prepared 2!lcged

unsuit-
* See, for example, & few extracts from the Constabulary Code, p. :}_’:g:gii;‘
34, ¢ seq. notions on

t It need scarcely be remarked that the Depdt in Pheenix Park, Dub- this point.
lin, where recruits remain but three or four months under training, forms
no exception to the purport of the above remarks.
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for dispersion in other parts, vr when collected 1 nunbers
at any station. DBut, from statements sometimes made,
one would suppose that they are perpetually bristling
in arms—that they are always tightly belted and fully
nccoutred ; and that they never move but with the stately
tramp of heavy armed infantry. The fact is very different.
The baggage with which they are supposed to be encum-
bered, contains, amongst other articles for use, a suit of
plain clothes, which every man is bound, on joining the
Force, to provide himself with, and which lus Officer is
both bound to see, on every inspection, that he 1s pos-
sessed of, and to require him* frequently to wear, for the
better detection of offenders.

Besides, there 1s, 1n every county, a certain nunber of
“disposable men”—(@ number which may be enlarged wd
Libitum)—selected for peculiar aptitude for such duty, and
in readiness to be sent anywlhere at any time.  These are
frequently, and sometimes for long periods together, em-
ployed in plain clothes for the discovery of offenders,
and, wlen so employed, are freed from most of the re-
straints imposed upon the men generally.  The TForce, so
far from being the stiff and machine-like body that some
would represent, includes, not merely this staff of ¢ Dis-
posables,” but an indefinite number of others, equally
eligible for such duty if necessary.

These disposables are always ready to mount the frieze,
to assumie the short pipe, to converse (many of themn) in
the Irish language, and to employ devices, us an Irishman
knows how, to come at the knowledge they are in quest of ;
while yet theyare strictly cautioned against any thing like «
system of csplonage, which is so hateful to any people, and
so contrary to what is regarded as the spirit of the British
Constitution.f

* Sce Extracts, page 38.

t See Extracts, page 38. See also some further remarks on the Dis-
posable System, on page 18, taken from the Report for 1860,
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Having thus shown, in passing, that there is ample Danger of
means for the performance of duties to which men in Slilzagigg_
coloured clothes are best adapted, I return, for a moment,
to the consideration of the main body of the Force. These,
having arms, are rarely assailed; without arms, the case
would be very different. The people in this country (except
in proclaimed districts), are generally in possession of
fire-arms, for which they have a great predilection. To
disarm  the Constabulary, under such circumstances,
would be little short of an invitation to the worst cha-
racters to assail them: and attempts, on their part, to
enforce the law at any distance from their posts would
be to expose themselves, defencelessly, to imminent peril.

To deprive the Iforce of arms would probably lead
to its speedy dissolution. Ilesignations would multiply;
and few, I am inclined to believe, would be found willing
to take the vacant places.

4. Rarely, indeed, have the Constabulary, since the Infre-
present organization has existed, been obliged to repel, 2}13{‘;,};?9
by the use of their arms, assaults committed on them in
the execution of their duty

even when employed in twos
and threes.

It may be said, and it cannot be denied, that the
Revenue Police never proceeded on duty in parties of less
than twelve or fourteen men, and yet, though armed, they
were sometimes assailed.  But this very fact demonstrates
the superior moral weight of the Constabulary over the
old Revenue Police, since, proceeding in parties not half
so large upon the self-same duty, and discharging it far
more eftectually, there are but two instances upon record
in which they have been assailed in the execution of this
duty, and, in those, only two men were employed, who did
not act with the circumspection that usually characterizes
the Force; in one of these instances, indeed, the men had
been engaged upon other duty, and only casually came
across the illicit matter.

But while the prestige of the Constabulary is thys
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furned to account m the particular branch of duty last
referred to, enabling them to perform the same service
with less means, it must be remembered that, to disarm
the Force would be to essentially alter its character, aud
undermine its prestige.

And is the military appewrance, which some complain
of, an unmitigated evil? Has it uo tendency to deter
from breaches of the peace, or to impart confidence to the
well disposed? Is it nothing to have visible proof that
thie Constabulary can, upon occasion, nssemble 1n strength,
and oppose the concentrated force of a disciplined wrmetd
body to the movements of an ill-organized rabble?

3. Our men are instructed in the field exercise* :—bui,
once dismissed from tlie training Depot, the difficulty is, not
to restrain their military ardour, but, amidst their nume-
rous civil duties, aud in their scattered localities, to find
sufficient opportunities for practice, and for the means of
retaining their knowledge of drill, which, consequently,
they are but too apt to lose.

4. Nor is the military spint fostered by the men being
congregated in large masses. Hundreds of our stations
consist of mot more than five or six meun. I8ven when
drawn together at contested elections, at ussizes, or at
great gatherings of the people where disturbances may be
anticipated, they arve, for the most part, a mere handful,
and they coutinue together but for a very limited time.

The Constabulary Iforce has now been in existence
nearly forty years, and is essentially the same as it ever
was. It has not indeed been stationary. Tt has not been
unaffected by changes going on around. Its organization
has been improved and consolidated aud its regulations
have been enlarged and methodized. It lLas been found
2 useful instrument for many good purposes,t though

* It must not be forgotten that the wen are alsoTinstructed at the
Depbt in their duties as Peace Officers.

t See a statement of some of these, on page 33, taken from the Report
for 1861.
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never employed as a means of oppression; and its mem-
bers are fully aware that the slightest infraction on thetr
part of the constitutional rights of tlie people, will not
onlysubject them to the disapprobation of the Government
they serve, but, in all probability, to prosecntion at the
ordinary legal tribunals; and not unfrequently have they
been put upon their trial-—sometimes at their own charges
—for an error of judgment, or even for doing no more
than their duty. DBut the principal point which I would
here insist upon is, that if there had been any thing in-
herent in the constabulary system to foster a love of
soldiering, it must surely by this time have developed
itself, and something would have been heard of it from
the people amongst whom the force is stationed.  Lrom
these I now and then receive letters of comnplaint, such
as that men are located too near their relalives; that
they engage in private pursnits; that they plant potatoes;
or that they keep a pig; but I never lheard of any com-
plaints from swek quarters that the men were employed
n soldiering or that they were in any wise diverted from
their duties, orincapacitated from the performance of them,
by their military accoutrements.

The Fovce has indeed, been remarkably free from a
military mania. ‘The men composing it are chiefly of &
different stamp from those of the army. They are attached
to their own corps, and accustomed to its duties, for
which they have acquired a predilection. The older and
more influential portion of it are steady heads of families,
whom they are endeavouring to educate and to provide for;
and, for themselves, are looking forward to the ultimate
attainment of the pension to which their services shall
entitle them. The younger portion are eager for promo-
tion, and look forward to occupying the places to be
vacated by their senior comrades, to which they cannot
successfully aspire otherwise than by the steady discharge
of all their duties, but pre-emineutly of their police duties
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—namely, the actual detection, arrest, or prosecution of
offenders.

There is, indeed, in the Constabulary Force, a certain
esprit de corps: but it is not a military spirit. A similar
thing may be found in any body of men, collected together
for any pnrpose whatever.

iﬁ?:éy o No attempt to recruit for the army, from the Constabu-

enlistment Jary (even for crack regiments) has ever succecded. The

intothe . .. . . -

Army.  individualexceptions to this statement are so few as to need
no notice. Tle effort made during the Crimean war to
obtain from our Force volunteers for the Guards, even
with the advantage of carrying with them their Constabu-
lary period of service, was a failure, and was viewed by
our men with a feeling nearly approaching to merriment.

A certain number of our men annually resign. They
resign from a feeling of inadequate pay—to resume agri-
cultural pursuits—to rejoin their friends—to fill other
situations—to emigrate; but rarely indeed to enlist in the
army.

The Con- 5. If, indeed, there is any danger, it is one exactly

stabulary . R

rather dis- the reverse of that under consideration. Between the
posed to
mix with,
:’e‘;;‘ri‘:e cation; but the Constabulary man is most decidedly on
1'r0m-t the the civil side of this line. Instead of being possessed with
country . .. . . .

people.  the roving spirit of the soldier, he forms matrimonial con-

soldier and the civilian there is a distinct line of demar-

nexions and too Intimate friendships with the people
amongst whom le 1s stationed, and would fain become, if
permitted, fixed as it were to the soil. Generally, nothing
15 so contrary to lis wishes as to be removed—though
this step s frequently necessary to the free and independ-
ent discharge of his duty.
iﬁgu(llgln) Far be it from me to throw into the shade, the extreme
preven-  lmportance of detecting the perpetrators of Agrarian
ekl outrage. DBut in giving this subject-the prominence it
detective. qegerves, let it not be forgotten that the Constabulary

have other duties, scarcely less essential to the well-being
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of society than even this. To prevent and deter, whether

by moral or physical force, from the violation of the public

peace, is one of these: and it can scarcely be denied that

the absence of general crime of a serious nature in most
counties, is a proof of the preventive efficiency of the

Police. How to put down Agrarian crime is undoubtedly

a most serlous question: but I must strongly deprecate

the notion that that desirable end is likely to be furthered

by disarming the Police, or that such a measure would

tend to the better preservation of the peace or the en-
forcement of the law in this country. Those who would
discourage and extinguish what there is of strength

and spirit in the Constabulary Force, must be prepared

to accept all the consequences of the principle they advo-

cate. 'Theemasculation of the Constabulary would involve The weak-
the necessity of Inereasing the army or militia Foree, to :{;;n%o?.t;e
which the preservation of the peace must then in reality ;‘:&%Se%'_
be intrusted. This would be to retrograde—not to
advance ;—to revert to a state of things which existed at a

time when erime and lawlessness were far more rife, and
enjoyed far greater impunity than at present.

IV.—It is to me surprising that any one, even but Il-advised
partially acquainted with the habits, feelings, and social 3;’,1‘;2'9“
condition of this country, should propound for it schemes c*ted-
which might be well enough adapted to a different state
of things:—but that persons who have spent large portions
of their lives in the country parts of Ireland should se-
riously projectsuch a step as the disarming and disorgan-
izing the Constabulary Force is perfectly unaccountable.

1. Say some, let the men on actnal duty at fairs and
public assemblies be armed with batons, and let these e
supported by a body with fire-arms!

But any person who is acquainted with the character and Arniing
propensities of the country people, must see that the inter- e
ference of Policemen armed with sficks in a popular
assembly wonld be simply an invitation to oppose them
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with similar weapons: frequent collisions between the
baton men and the people would be the inevitable result,
which could only be put an end to by the armed party,
perhaps not without n vesort to serious extremities.

Besides, it would be unsafe for any but stvong parties
(which eannot ordinarily be furnished by a rural police)
to go upon any duty bevond the immedinte precinets of
their own quarters.

2. Others, with little reason, have suggested that the
Constabulary should, when not on duty as they tenn it,
be disarmed of thelr bayonets. But the Constabunlary in
ruval districts are «/wnys upon duty.

The notion of depriving the Constabulary of side-arms
is based upon a fallacy. 'I'he muitavy, when of!" duty, wre
not permitted to wear side-arms; therefore, it is con-
tended, a similar prohibition should be extended to the
Constabulary.

Now, that soldiers, loosed trom the restraints of dis-
cipline, 1rritated by some exciting cause, and congregated
in numbers, have often made a bad use of their side-nrms,
or indeed of any thing else that could be used as a weapon
of aggression, is quite true, and hence it may have been
very proper to deprive them of the means of inflicting
injuries upon civilians or upon each other, nuder the ecir-
cumstances referved to. But who, with experience to
guide him, will affirm that there 1s any danger to he
wpprehended in this quarter from the Constabulary?

As a body, the Constabulary ave of a superior class, and
the original difference is augmented by the totally differ-
ent circumstances in which the two Forces are placed,
Fighting is the soldier’s element: and his whole training
and service go to foster his warlike propensity. The
Constabulary, on the contrary, are men of peace—to
preserve which, unbroken, is the end of their existence :
and they are taught. in fulfilling this end, to endure, with
forbearance, much provocation and even ill-treatment.
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The influence of this tramming is quite apparent; and I
am not aware of a single instance, since the reorganization
ol the Force in 1836, in which the public have had to
comnplain, in any county in Ireland, of the misuse of side-
arms by the Constabulary: and although the Depot has
been established upwards of twenty years, only a solitary
instance in Dublin has been alleged, and that of doubtful
ocenrrence, or at all events greatly overdrawn and mis-
represented at the time.
Another proposition lias now and again been suggested Substitu-

. . . tion of the
as an improvement upon the Police system of this connty Bow-street

Ofliccr

namely, to abrogate the present organization, and to system.

substitnte a set of men residing indiseriminately with the
people.  With those wlio could entertain a notion of this
kind, one fact might be more convineing than any thing
else that could be advanced. Sowe years ngo, on the Example
perpetration of a barbarous murder, n first-rate officer gigii‘fﬁ"
from England was sent over to try and discover the per- SH¢ees
petrators: his methods proved utterly fruitless: lhe dis-
covered only that e could do absolutely nothing: and on
quitting the country, he left behind him this testimony,
that, in its adaptation to the country, the Irish Constabn-
lary system could not be improved upon, and particularly
that 1t would never answer here for the Police to live
indiscriminately with the people.

V.—That the day will never arrive, when, without The dis.

. o . arming of
angmenting the military, the Constabulary may be de- the cf’n-

stabulary
not the

or even be allowed to live every mman at his own home, is ?}?eest':il%l;()f
- 1 «

prived of deadly weapons, be greatly reduced in nambers,

more than I am prepared to assert. But we liave not yet
arrived even at the dawn of such au era.  Before that time
comes, tliere are serious social problems to be solved;
and a new state of things must not ouly be inaugurated
but fairly established, before it will be safe to tamper with
an institution which is admitted by almost all who are

acquainted with the facts, to be adapted to the existing
B
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state of the conntry, and whose value no persons, of what-
ever rank or class, seem disposed to deny.

Meanwhile, so long as the Constabulary are to be
armed, they should be well armed; and oue of the best
safeguards against their being called upon to make a
deadly use of their arms, 1s that they should be so iu-
structed as to be quite efficient in the management of them
should the necessity for their use unfortunately arise,

In enlarging upon this topic at so much length, I have
exceeded my original design. But I thought it a fitting
opportunity of placing before the Government, a tew of
the facts and considerations which might be adduced,
with the view of allaying all fears grounded on the sup-
posed too military tendencies of the Force. One obser-
vation may be necessary in conclusion, to obviate o possi-
ble misconstruction of the foregoing remarks. Although
the members of our Force were found, as above stated,
unwilling to enter the Guards and other regiments, and
althougl, under ordinary circumstances, they are aversc
to removal from county to county, yet I have reason to
know, and am persuaded, that such is the spirit prevail-
ing amongst the Force, that, were 1t evoked, they would
be found ready and willing to act, as a body, under their
own officers not only in any part of the Country, but in
any part of the world, where their services might be
needed.—(Ansiunl Report, 1859.)

FurrHeEr REMARKS ON THE DISPOSABLE SYSTEM.

Disposable or Delective Men.—Our disposable system
1s sometimes pronounced defective, on, as it seems to
me, untenable grounds.  With respect to wwwibers,
there is, as I lhave shown elsewhere, no lack of means
of multiplying them to any required extent. With
vegard to methods employed, let it be remembered that
our men are leld strictly accountable for their proceed-
ings, and for any infraction of the rights of the subject ;
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and that a system of trickery or espionage would never
be tolerated by the people of these countries, nor sanc-
tioned by our Government; and it is worthy of remark
that in no single instance has 1t come to my knowledge
that any member of the disposable Force, since its forma-
tion, has committed himself, or compromised the charac-
ter of the Government, by any act of Paddy M Cuecism,*
or by any proceeding even approaching to that character.

It would seem to be the opinion of some that sufficient
scerecy 1s not observed by the men cmployed on dispos-
nble duty, and that these men onght to preserve a strict
and absolute incognito, the better to enable them to pick

np information. But I should anticipate very little, if

any, success in this country, from confining the men to
such a system.  The peasantry are exceedingly wary, and
are not very apt to afford information of the kind desired,
or to disconrse freely upon such topics inthe presence of
n total stranger, while, on the other hand, they are often
disposed to make disclosures, where they can safely do
so—for example, to a Police Agent in plain clothes from a
distant part of the country, when they would not venture
to be seen with the local Constabulary on such an errand.
Certain it is that our most useful disposable men are
those who have been longest employed on missions of this
kind, and who are even known as such, I do not therefore
attach any importance to the perfect secrecy desired by
some, being convinced that, even were it practicable, it
wonld yield no good result.—(Anwnal Report, 1860, pp.
20-30.)

* This term, which became current somme years ago, is used to denote
the concoction of crime, with the design of afterwards giving information
to the authorities in order to obtain reward.; and is derived from the

name of a person who became notorious at the time, from having been
convicted of the practice referred to.

By

Secrecy.
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II.

On the Amount of Crime Reported, and of Crime Punished;
and the causes of the Impunity of certain classes of Offenders.

I.—As regavds Crine reported.

1. I shall fivst insert a Return of the Lotal Number of
Outrages specially reported (anoually) by the Constabu-

lary, during a series of years past.

No. of Cases of
Outrage speeially |

Years, reported by tho Years.
Constabulary. !
847, . . 20,986 Pawan, .
1848, . . 14,050 I 1856, R
1849, . . 14,908 1857, .
1850, . . 10,639 . IRAR,
1851, . . 9,144 LoIRae,
1852, . T.R24 1860,
1853, N . 5.432 1861,
1854, . . 4,652 '

No. of Cases nf

Qutrage wpeoially

reported by the

Constabulary,
4,201
4,125
4,032
D492
3,614
3,031
3,081

Leaving this L'able to speak for itself, in regard to the
aggregete number of offences reporvted (remarking only

that the large numbers of the earlier vears arose from the

great prevalence, at the time, of the offence of sheep and

cattle stealing), I shall next specify the offences of the

later years mere in detail.

2. I'he next Table shows the Number of Outrages of
different groups reported by the Constabulury in each of

the years 1859, 1860, and 1561

!
t

Offencues. ‘ 1859, 1860, 1861,
f |
£ (Homicides, . - 88 | 9l
§ Tiring at the Person Admxmstermg I’onon z_ ‘
o Conspiracy, and Assault (with intent to 33 45 a4 |
o Murder), . S ]
@ L
5 { Serious Assanlts (of all kinds, some of them 039 | 786 | 848
« | _endangering life), - [ A
= | Rape, IFelonious Assaults, Child Desernon } | 336 | 344 | 249
g | Concealing Birth, &c., . . S A
< LAbduction, . R N . ) . . 3 3 3
! |
Total, . . . .:1,399 {1,266 | 1,235
| 1

{continued.
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Number of Outrages of different groups—continued.

{

1859, 1 1860. |

|

Offences. | 1861.
|
o |
Y !
( I rIncendmry Fires, 251 | 206 | 249
S | Burglaries and Robberles 566 | 667 | 1736 :
P Cattle and Sheep Stealmg, 408 | 426 | 637
= | Shearing, Killing, and Maiming Sheep and)
Jg Cattle, and othér injuries to property, 468 | 504 468 :
< 1 {
(2L Total, | 1,693 ] 703 | 2,090 |
{ ¢ [Robberies of Arus, 19 23 33 f
¢ | Riots, . 55 | 75| 61
[ Admlmstermg Oaths Unlav\ f‘ully. Il 15 18 ’
o | Threatening Notices, 239 | 268 | 260 |
= { House Attacks, and Firing mto Dwellmgs, . 65 38 49 !
% | Resistance to Legal Process, . 14 ) 7 15 ¢
,g Other offences, . . 123 } 138 | 130
&n
F< Total, 526 | 562 | 556 |
General Total, 3,618 ;3,531 3,881

3. Such of the Offences included in the preceding Re-
turn as originated in Agraria.n motives are shown 1 the

following Table :—

Offcnees (Agrarian), 1859. 1860. 1861.
. 2 [Homicide, 5 4 4
@ % | Firing at the Person, Conapmuy, "”dl- 9 . 5
2L Assault (with intent to Murder), ) i v
£ > | Serious Assaults of all kinds (sunm ofl s I
<§ [ them endangering life), . c) 23 sl 21
Total, 30| e€2] 320
e (Incendmry Fires, . 35 22 25
2 %5 ; Burglaries and Robbems 1 5 7
£ % ] Shearing, Killing, and \Lumln'r bheep,) 36 " 8
<& &c., and injuries to property. ) i
i
Total, 72| 68| s0
_ [Robberies of Arms. 2 1) -
é Riots. - 7 1
=9 Adgmnlstermo ‘Oaths and Thleatemng) 95 ‘ g0 | 106
£ gz 4 Notices, ! !
g & | House Attacks, and l‘nmg into chllm"s, 18 l 3 10
= Resistance to LCQ'I] Process. . | - 1
| Appearing Arimed, . ! 2 2 { oot
"Fotal, ‘ 119 | 102 [ 119
General Total, { 221 | 232 ’! 229
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IT.—As regards Crime Punished, or made amenable.
1. The following L'able shows the nuinber of Arrests
by the Constabulary during the three past years :—

[ Years.
| 1859, ‘ 1860. | 1861,
Arrests for Homicide, . . . . , 117 99 | 152
’ for Infanticide, . . . 64 57 58
’ for firing at the person &c . 43 53 l 57
. for other serious offences ag.uust the [ 5 465
person, 5,438 | 7,414 |
. for minor oﬁ'euces ngamst the person, ‘ 17,063
i

Total Arrests for offences against
the person, . 3 <8662 | 7,623 | 7,795
Arrests for other o(I'enees, : 67,356 60,006 | 54,396 .

| ) ,
Totals, . . . i76018 67,629 162,191 '
|

|

The foregoing Table does not include cases in which
parties werc made amenable by summons.

2. The more serious cases, it need not be remarked,
are such as are brought forward for trial at the Assizes.
The following Table will show what has been doing in
that fleld :—



Rerory of the Numpser of Cases and of Persons brought to I'rIaL at the AssIzes (with the results) in each of the Years
1859, 1860, and 1861.

1859. 1860. | 1861.
TR T oo e I TR TN TR -y pog o YT
T|Es i T |ES : EREF
| & :E | I a g2 i : & l :E
" g | 2 2|5z s 3 s |22l o | L3 e | &%
H 2 | = . = | S8a | £ 2 5 . T | 84 3 =t d 0 = 2 g4
2153 ,._—«ém]” R IR A H
= 3 > = K S| E5 5 El @ = - 21285 = El = = = 2|25
a E) [ g g = 2 &8 - = 3 &
S8 2|z |88 81315 2|2 |8[&]8]1% &8¢z H!mﬁ\
Cases in which the Cousta- l | l\ !
bulary gave evidence. i i i
Homicide, . Cases, .| 24| 32 13 26 93 .| . | 40 925 & 20 102 .| . 31 22 1| o4 88 .| .
" . . Persons, 32 63 18 42 157 1 7 35 41 10| 501 156 4 11 44 35 15 35 12.‘)I 1 )
1 ! | |
Infanticide, . . C | 7 1 2 o .| . of 6 4 3 2o .| . 9 12l s 3 2
» . B . P 8 13, 1 2| 24 l; 9 6 5 4 24 1 . 9j 15] G 4 34‘ ;
Firing at person and § C. 71 6 2 o 7 | 5 8 s s 23 .| . o 8 4 4 o5
administering poison { P. 9 6! 4 3 29 1! 13 9 7 7 36 1 4 9] ] 5 7 30i 1
i N |
. ; i ; ! |
Othe_r serious oﬂ'cnces{C. 140 45 21 33| 239| . C1 140|  46] 22 33 241 . . 123 46| 25 30| 224 ., .
against the persou, P 315 115 33 60| 3523| . 41| 252 89 45 54 440 . 6| 283 107 31 46| 467, . ! 11
; L | L
Other offences, . C.| 23 720 4ol a6 388 .| . | om| 72 390 48 s03 .| . || 293 59 33 45 430 .| . |
» P 326 126| 95 102| 649 . 36| 338( 110 39, 69 576) . 33 363I 106 35; 71 575\ “l} 159
Cases in which the) | E Y B
Constabulary wereiC. 57019 200 240 120 . . 531 29 170 20 119, . . 55 2l 13011 100 . | {
not - concerned as { P 77 37 88| 420 244| . 41 101 43| 300 40 24| . 4 67, 23 190 14 123 .. 5
prosecutors, . ) ‘ i ' ! ; i o
— ! T R— —= :
Total of all cases at § C.| 465 184' o7 133 79| . | . || 491 186 950 138 910] . | . 520 1680 91 117 896 .| . !
the Assizes, . . UP.| 767 362 239 231[1,619 1 53| 768 298| 136 224 ],-Hb'i (;i 38| 775 295; 1| 177 1,368| 2 g8
| | ! i ; i I

e A case of Arson.
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Impunity of Certain Offenders.

3. While it appears from the preceding statements® that
thie nrrests ot otfenders are very numerous, and that the
successful prosecutious are fur from Leing inconsiderable,
still it is a deplorable fact that a certain class of criminals
in this country enjoys a large amount of impunity. It is
very common to lay this state of things to the charge of
the Constabulary.  Such accusations are frequently to be
heard from various quarters. The detection of offenders
is an acknowledged proof of police activity, and hence it
is at ouce concluded that the impunity of offenders is w
proof of their apathy or inaptitude; and as they must be
supposed to be doing something, it is occasionally alleged
that thev are more concerned about the fashion of their
cquipments, the cultivation of a wmilitary esprit, or in
short any thing clse than about the proper duties of their
vocation.

Such allegations wmust, perlaps ndeed, be expected:
they may even serve some puwrpose both as a check and
as wstimulus. But if they do any good in this direction
they do mischief m another—they draw off the attention
of the public from the real cause of the evil in question,
which 1s to be found, not in the inactivity or want of skill
on the purt of the police, but elsewhere.  Granted that
suecess in detection and conviction is u proof of activity
and efticiency, but it by no means follows that want of
ol success is u proof of the coutrary.  Success depeuds
npon something in addition to the activity of the police,
munely testimony ;5 and if this be wanting, no activity, no
skill on their part will much avail.  Crimes are not per-
petrated in the presence of the police, though occasionally
certain notorious offenders, confident that they would be

* These remarks, it will be observed, were writteu at the close of 1858.

I have, however, for the sake of completeness, brought the preceding
Tables down to the end of 1861,
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shielded Dby secrecy wnd concealment, Aure perpetrated
great crimes even at no great distance from a Police
Barrack.

In numerous instances of less note the sane secrecy is True
observed, and the same protection afforded. Tt is in vain eauser.
that the police are quickly on the spot, that suspected
persons are arrested, that tlie injured and their probable
assailants are brought before a Magistrate, and that en-
deavours are made to extract the truth under the obliga-
tion of an oath. The only parties that could identify will
not do so. What more could be done by the police under
such circumstances?  So long as their efforts in this class
of cases are not only unaided but thus systematically
haffled, 1t 1s obvious that they cannot often be successful.
Should, by the course of events, the causes of the evil be
diminished or removed we should soon give a different
account of the perpetrators of outrage.®

Upon this subject I need say the less, having not long
since examined, in detail, some allegations of the kind
referred to, arising out of the state of the King's County
in a report already submitted to Government. 1t had
been contended that there was a great disproportion
in that county between crime perpetrated and erime
punislied, and this disproportion seemed to be laid to the
door of the police.  TUpon examining the crime, I found
that the numerical amount of 1t had been swelled by
Jarge proportion of threatening letters (the detection of the
writers of which is peculiarly difficult) that some of the
cases were of a far less grave character than might have
been supposed; that in every instance in which actual
outrage had taken p'lac.e, the police had done all that
police condd do, and in some instances, with success; and
finally, that the statements had been so framed as to over-

* The obstacles encountered by thie Constabulary in the conviction of
offenders, are further referred to in an extract from the Report for 1860,
page 27,
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draw the disproportion between crine and its pumsh-
ment.

And, here, I wonld take leave to remark that while many
Magistrates and a large portion of the public, would seem
to be impressed with the notion that the Police should be
able, us if by intuition to lay their hands on the perpetra-
tors of such crimes as soon as committed—those very
gentlemen and landlords have rarely found themselves in
n position to render help in the matter; and notwithstand-
ing all the facilities they possess, through tleir Agents,
Bailiffs, and numerous Tenantry, they have not in a single
instance that I can call to mind after an experience of
thirty-three years, been able to detect any crime of an
agrarian or serious character, or been able to afford the
Constabulary any useful hints for the discovery of the
perpetrators, or their whereabouts.

But this question—that of the efficiency of the Police—

ciency and may be regarded from another point of view.—Whenever

usefulness.

the removal of members of the Iforce from one place to
another—particularly those in charge of stations—is
ordered, either with a view to the ends of discipline, or to
meet the wants of other localities, such an order 1s almost
mnvariably followed by an application for its reversal—
signed by Magistrates, Clergy, and inhabitants generally,
not unfrequently of all denominations—on the ground
that such removal would be attended with serious conse-
quences to the peace and order of the locality, and would
materially favour the escape and impunity of offenders. 1
am aware, indeed, that such applications are sometimes got
up by the parties themselves, in order to avoid the incon-
venlences of removal, but there is abundant reason to
know that inany of then are the spontaneous and genuire
expressions of the high opinion entertained of the effi-
ciency and usefulness of the Dolice, by those who huave
the best means of forming a judgment on the subject.
Again, whenever the removal of an entire party of Police
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1s contemplated from any place to an adjoining one,
either from want of sufficient accommodation in the old
locality, or the more advantageous position of the new,
such a move is generally regarded as fraught with evil to
the neighbourhood abandoned, and is met by the most
strenuous opposition of its inhabitants.

A further proof of the merits of the Police is afforded
by the numerous applications (from the highest classes of
soclety downwards) on behalf of its members which I daily
recelve, setting forth their claims to an extentfarbeyond my
ability to meet either by promotion or otherwise; and by
the substantial rewards and handsome testimonials so fre-
quently proffered by Magistrates, Gentry, and other inha-
bitants to meritorious members of the Force.

It thus appears that, even from an imperfect glance at
the records of crime punished, the perpetrators of out-
rage are to 10 small extent made amenable to justice
by the Constabulary, and that the members of the
Force are highly appreciated by the public, as evinced by
constant objections to their removal, by incessant applica-
tions for their promotion or reward, and by the presenta-
tion of many flattering tokens of approbation. How these
facts are to be reconciled with the alleged inefficiency or
inaptitude of the Force, I cannot say.—(4dnnual Report,
1859.)

FurTtHER REMARKS oN THE OBSTACLES TO BE SUR-
MOUNTED IN BRINGING OFFENDERS TO PUNISHMENT.

I need not repeat what has already been stated in ref- Obstacles.
erence to the obstacles [see extract from Annual Report,
1859, p. 25] that impede the course of justice, nor remark
how often information is wholly withheld, and how often—
although, in the opinion of the Court, of the Crown Law-
yers, and of all possessing local knowledge, the right
parties are doubtlessly in custody—the prosecution,
from some cause or other, breaks down, or has to be aban-
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doned. Sometimes the injured party refuses altogether
to identify ; sometimes the identification is held to be not
sufficiently complete ; sometimes parties bound to prose-
cute, choose rather to forfeit their recognizances than to be
sworn before the Grand Jury; sometimes the witnesses
disagree, and it becomes manifest that they are not tell-
ing the truth—so that acquittal follows. Occasionally,
when one of a party turns approver, and his testimony 1s
only partially corroborated, the Prisoner, however strong
the marks of his guilt, has the benefit of the doubt, and
he is acquitted.

Yet 1t is hoped that the year 1860 may be regarded as
not the most unsuccesstul one in the respect under con-
sideration. In King's County and Westmeath particu-
larly, counties which have had a bad pre-eminence of late
years, offenders have been arrested and brought to con-
viction, to a very satisfactory extent; and elsewhere, be-
sides the cases successfully prosecuted, others have been
postponed with a good hope of the result. In a bad case
of waylaying und assault in the Connty of Cavan, in which
three men (doubtless the proper parties) were arrested
and indicted at the Assizes, the assailed party refused to
prosecute, and wus, in consequence, himself put on his
triul, and sentenced to two months’ imprisonment.

The prompt arrests* made by the Coustabulary in some
recent cuses of serious outrage, namely, two very bad
cases of assault, near Westport, in the County of Mayo
the murder of two brothers in the County of Monaghan ;
and the triple murder at Ballymote, in the County of
Sligo, may also be cited.—(dnnrual Report, 1860).

At the close of the year 1860, I remarked that the out-
rages of that year, though somewhat more numerous than
those of the year 1839, were, on tlie whole, of a less

* It cannot have escaped attention that, with a single exception, the
accused parties in all the recent cases were speedily arrested.
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serious character "T'his vear, again (1861), I am enabled
to state that the offences reported, though somewhat more
numerous, have been of a less serious character than those
of either of the two preceding years ;¥ and if the County
Abstracts which accompany this report, be examined, it
will be found that the natwre of the crime, so to speak,
would admit of a favourable comparison with the past of
this country, if not indeed with that of an equal amount
of population in any part of the United Kingdom, or else-
where. No Police Force, however numerous, can abso-
lutely prevent crime; no Police Force, however efficient,
can absolutely, under all cirenmstances, bring about the
conviction of the criminal: and no Police Force (as al-
ready stated in my Report of 1860),f has more to contend
with in the detection and conviction of offenders than the
Irish Constabulary. All we can hope to do is to hold
crime in check, while its causes are in process of being
allayed, mitigated, or uprooted ; and to put forth our best
exertions, with whatever success we can commnnd, to
bring the offender to punishment.

4. If we look at the sources of crime most prevalent in
this country, we find that they have chiefly arisen from disa-
greements about /and; from the existence of the ridbon
system ; from party and sectarian feeling; from a tendency
to form factions ; and from the vice of infovication ;—and
that—while some ontrages are doubtless, from time to time,
premeditated—fairs, markets, and public houses, have
furnished the occasion of the vast majority. There the
peasantry become excited; old spleens are revived: and
a trifle but too often gives rise to a serious or fatal oceur-
rence. Illicit distillation, where it has prevailed, and
shebeen houses every where, have always been powerful

* The correctness of these remarks, (written at the close of 1861,) is
not affected by the unhappy rivival of agrarian outrages in the current
year.

t See page 27.

Usual
sources of
crime in
Ireland.
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stimulants to crime ; and it is satisfactory to know that
these continue to yield to the increased efforts of the
Constabulary in that direction, and have been reduced to
limits so narrow, as to afford a prospect of their extinction

—as systematic practices—before long.
TFor example, the following table will show what has

been done with shebeen houses.
Shebeen.
Proscentions. Coanviotions.
Year 1855, . . 2,474 1,869
1856, . . 2,530 1,912
1857, . . 1,877 1,422
1858, . . 1,314 951
1859, . . 987 740
1860, . . 768 571
1861, . . 722 538

and, as observed in a former report, the decrease in the
series cannot be accounted for on the supposition of
relaxed effort, so long as the Constabulary continue to be
specially rewarded for success in this branch of duty.
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IIL
Miscellaneous Topies.

1. Arins.—. . . And this leads me to refer to the Urgent
T . necessity
existing urgency for re-arming the Iorce generally, &s for supply

soon as practicable ; the unserviceable and dangerous state g’;n’::w
of the old carbines has, however, been so often represented
by me, and by my Predecessor, that it is needless to
reiterate what has already been said upon that subject.—

(Annual Report, 1860, p. 27.)

2. The economy with which all extra duties are per- Economy

formed by the Force, as compared with similar duties in goee o
other parts of theUnited Kingdom, is worthy of observation, Trisoners.
Take, for example, the expense of conveying delinquents
and prisoners to gaols, which, by a return now before me,
I find to have amounted for the whole of Ireland to no
more than £1,626 in the year 1858-5Y, and £1,767 in the
year 1859-60. If the number of prisoners conveyed to
gaols in Ireland he considered, and compared with a cor-
responding amount of duty in England or Scotland, there
can be no doubt on which side the excess of expenditure
would lic.—(Annual Report, 1860, p. 20.)

3. In former reports I have had occasion to defend the Self-con-

. . . . tradictor
Constabulary system from certain plausible objections objec- 7

which have been again and again, and probably may yet tions.
be adduced against it, such as its alleged want of success
in bringing crime to punishment; its supposed too mili-
tary organization; its excessive centralization; and with-
drawal from the control of the local magistracy. Such
allegations, were they true, would be of very serious
import, and would indeed demand a speedy change of
system. But I trustI have shown, in the reports referred
to, that these objections have no real force. They hiave been
entertained, at times, by persons whose sentiments claimed
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respect, but whose practical acquaintance with the sub-
Ject, in oll its bearings, seems to have beeu limited.
Hence they were handled at considerable length.

Other objections have been raised, from time to time,
which T have thought it needless to discuss. Tt would, in
fact, be suflicient to bring them together, and there leave
them to answer each other. Upon this principle, were all
trie that has been alleged, it would be found that the men
of the Iforce are too numerous and too sparse; that they
are too liable to be removed, and too long left in the same
locality ; that they are sufliciently paid, aud that they are
ill paid ; that, in their distribution they are too exclusively
Protestant, and too exclusively Catholic : that there is too
little promotion, and yet that too many of both persua-
sions are promoted; and other such statements, which
might thus be arranged wm pairs,—(Annwal Report, 1861).

1. One of the sources of difficulty in bringing abont the
conviction of offenders (even where it is movally certain
that the real offenders arve in custody), 1s the danger to
which witnesses ave exposed, if nnprotected, of being
tampered with, threatened, or maltreated. The degree to
which this source of impunity 1s in operation may to some
extent be estimated by the number of crown witnesses
under protection and maintenance. 1In 1849 the largest
number was 364 ; this vear(1861) the largest number has
been 88; at the present time (January, 1862) it is 28—
(Annnal Report, 18G1),

I have, from time to tine, brought under the notice of
the Government the general decrease in the number of
evictions from year to year, and I again bring down this
statement to the latest period; showing, however, a ten-
dency to increase within the past two years.

Yoars. Families. Porsons.
1849, . . 13,384 72,065
1850, . R 14,546 74,171

1851, . . 8,815 43,448
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Years. Families. Porsons.
18h2, . . 6,550 32,160
1853, . . 3,620 17,868
1854, . . 1,835 8,989
1853, . . 1,365 6,732
1856, . . 87H 3,948
1857, . . 919 4,223
1858, . . 720 3,432
1859, . . 491 2,348
1860, . . BYS 2,711
1861, . . 819 3,964

—(Annual Report, 1861.)

5. That duties have devolved upon the Constabulary ?ddii
. . .., tiona
over and above those originally contemplated, none will duties.

deny. Some of these may be specified :(—

1. They annually take the Agricultural )
. . . : ]
3 . t .
Statistics. I duties they are

2. The Census, deceunially. L paid, (to cover

For  these

9. Serve and Collect Notices and Poll- | .
expenses), but

ing Papers for the Fleetion of Poor Law || indifferently.
Guardians. ’

4. Collect useful Returns, when required by Govern-
ment.

5. Escort Prisoners and Conviets (a duty formerly per-
formed, at a higher cost, by the Military).

¢. Enforce various New Acts of Parliament, e.g. :—

I'ishery Laws.
Spirits Acts.
Vagrant Act.

Towns Improvenent,

7. Execute Loan Fund Warrants.

&, Exercise Supervision over Convicts on Tickets-of-
Lenave, and report such as come to, or leave, their respec-
tive districts.

9. Act as Billet Masters.

10. Aet as Inspectors of Weights and Measures.

11. Act as Inspeectovs (i1 some places) under Common
Lodging House Act.
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12. Act in aid of Inspectors of Factories.

13. Act as Auctioneers, when necessary for the sale of
distress.

14. Check, in certain cases, the accounts of Governors
of Gaols and Bridewells, for the maintenance of prisoners.

15. Render useful information in connexion with the
Emigration Laws.

16. Are now, by law, Customs Officers for the preven-
tion of Smuggling.

17. And Revenue Officers for the prevention of TIllicit
Distillation.—(Annual Report, 1861.)

18. And they execute Warrants for small Debts under
a recent Act of Parliament,

IV.

Extracts from Constabulary Code.
[The numbers refer to the sections of the Code.]

Dgtiessf 30. To the County Inspector belong duties of the
# Coun . . . .

Ins ecmyr utmost importance; he is, by law, invested with all the

p I )

in con-
ngxion
withthe — gyently, responsible for the prevention of crime, the
preserva-

tion of the detection of criminals, and the general preservation of
peace.

powers and anthority of a peace-officer, and is, conse-

the peace, within his county; and he is bound to scc
that all the officers, head constables, and constables under
his control, discharge their respective duties towards the
public with zeal, fidelity, and efficiency.

81. In case of any serious outrage, or apprehended
violation of the law, it will be the County Inspector’s im-
perative duty to repair forthwith to the spot, and to ad-
vise and instruct his subordinates how to act; nor should
he afterwards allow either himself or those under his
command to lose sight of any important case, but con-
tinue to employ his and their ability and energy to the
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utwost, 1 such manner as the cuse may demand, until,
if it be possible, persevering exertion in bringing the
guilty to justice shall be crowned with success. Neither
is he to allow his officers or men to limit their attention
to serious outrage alone, but is to take care that they pay
due regard to larcenies, and other offences of a minor
character, in the suppression of which the public of all
degrees, and, perhaps, especially the poorer classes, are
deeply interested, and have a right to expect the utmost
watchfulness and vigilance on the part of the police.

16. "The Sub-Inspector is, in his district, what the In- Duties of

. . . & Sub-In-
spector 1s in his county; and he should be governed by spector in
the spirit of the foregoing instructions to that officer. . . wogh the

17. He is promptly and cheerfully to obey all such B e
orders and directions of the magistrates and other local peace.
authorities of his county as are enjoined by law.

18. He is to attend, in uniform, the several Petty Ses-
sions In his district, when not employed on more im-

portant duty. Sec 6 Wm. IV, ch. 13, see. 15.

49. Like the County Inspector, he is to report to Dutyasto
the Inspector-General promptly and correctly all cir- ;ilgfl;t_l“g
cumstances connected with, or in anywise affecting, the rences
peace of his district; and he is also to communicate
to him the approach of any political festival, meeting, or
assembly, in commemoration of any political or other
public event, and is to send similar reports or communi-
cations to the Inspector of his county. Should he have
reason to apprehend serious disturbance or breach of the
peace, he will not only communicate his fears to head-
quarters and to the County Inspector, but also, if neces-

sary, to the officers of adjacent districts.

77. He 1s to report to the nearest magistrate, whether Unre-

. . . served
local or stipendiary,every outrage or other matter seriously communi..
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alfecting the peace of his district. acting o such a case s
1s enjolned in section 2006 of the present regulations; and
to visit, as soon as possible, every scene of outrage, with-
out reference to its being uctually within the boundary of
his sub-district, unless he has reason to believe that the
place had been previously visited by an officer or some

otlier constable.

205, Itis of great importance that the most unreserved
confidence should subsist between the local justices and
the members of the Constabulary Force; and it is the duty
of County Inspectors to frequently inculcate upoun ull
under thelr respective commands, the obligation under
which they lie to muke the justices timately acquainted
with every occurrence in their several districts thal can

affect the public peace.

206. With this view it is strictly directed thal cverv
outrage, or apprehended outrage, shall be reported with
the least possible delay by the officer or constable of a
station, if within a reasonable distance, and that the
officer or Head Coustable attending the Vetty Sessions
shall present, for the information of the Bench, a summary
ot all outrages or other remarkable oceurrences bearing on
the public peace that have taken place since the preceding
sessions, the details of whicl the Corstabulary shall be
prepared to give, if so required. A member of the force
who shall neglect this ovder, or any part of it, will expose

himself to serions consequences.

207, But while the directions contained in the preceding
section wre on no account to he neglected, it 1s further
enjoined that on the occurrence of any serious outrage,
especinlly where life has been taken or attempted, the
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officer, Head, ur other Constable in charge nearest to the
scene will make a point of sending, without a moment's
loss of time, an intimation tliereof to the nearest Resident
Magistrate, in doing which he will employ the readiest
means at command, whether telegraph, railway, car, or
other conveyance; such intimation to be sent to the resi-
dence of the magistrate, or wherever else he is known (or
ean be ascertained) to be, sueh as at petty sessions, &ec.;
and 1t is to be presumed that the magistrate, in case of
leaving home, will keep the police informed as to where
he may be found.

341. But m case of outrage or matters affecting the
state of the vountry, Officers, or Head Constables in
charge of districts, are to report direct to head-quarters,
as will also the member of the torce in command of detach-
ment employed in the preservation of the peace, or mem-
bers employed on special duty, Andin eases of an urgent
nature, the senior at a station will report.

356, 1t 1s of great importance that the Govermment
should receive immediate intelligence of every oceurrence
involving the safety of person or propeity, or the mainte-
nance of the public peace ; and the character of the force
imperatively demands the best attention of its members
Lo the efficient execution of this most essential duty; if
therefore, any newspaper or other account of an outrage
shall precede the police report of it, the Officer, Head, or
other Constable, in whose district such outrage shall have
occurred, must be deemed guilty of neglect of an impor-
tant duty, and be dealt with accordingly, if he cannot
satisfactorily explain the delay on his part, and show to
whom the blame of it should attach; and if any loss of
time shall occur between the commission of an outrage and
the necessary report of it, the cause of such delay must be
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explained in the report, for the accuracy of which explan-
ation the officer will be held strictly responsible.

277. The more cffectually to secure, at each seaport,
the object adverted to in the preceding section, the County
Inspector will select an active, intelligent, and steady
policeman, whose peculiar duty it will be to notice the
arrival and departure of all passengers, especially those
of suspicious appearance, by all vessels (emigrant ships in
particular), taking their departure from, or arriving at, the
port.

278. The individual appointed to perform this duty is
to consider it as one of much importance, and in the
execution of it, he must act with great discretion and
circumspection ; he should make himself well acquainted
with the descriptions of nll persons advertised in the I{we-
and-Cry, or described in any proclamation, placard,
or return, which may be furnished in compliance with the
regulations; and when actually engaged in this duty, he
will be permitted to wear plain clothes.

998. The officers of the force should frequently employ
their men, for the better detection of offenders, in plain
clothes.

DisrogaBre (or DETECTIVE) ForCE.

634. When any grave offence has been committed, one
or more of the disposable police will be directed to proceed
in plain clothes to the scene of outrage, there to remain
as long as may be necessary to trace the criminals; but
such directions will be sent from the Constabulary Office.
The hair of disposable men will not be required to be cut
short at any time; but when employed on disposable duty
the men must not wear mustaches.
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838. Great importance will be attached to the manner caytion,
in which the disposable police discharge their difficult
duties; and it cannot be too deeply impressed upon
them, that however anxious the Government are for
the conviction of criminals, the greatest delinquents
even are not to be brought to justice by unjustifiable
means. Should auy disposable policeman, therefore, be
convicted of practices in the discharge of his dutieg—
whatever may be the amount of his success—that are
inconsistent with the course that is fairly to be expected
of every honest man, he will be discharged with disgrace
from the public service.

The following CircuLar was issued to County
IxsPECTORS In the year 1860.

CirouLar No, 11.

Confidential.
ConsTABULARY OFFIOR, DUBLIN CASTLE,
7th October, 1860.

Tt becomes necessary to recall the most serious attention of
County Inspectors to sections 30 and 31 of the Code, and to the
grave responsibilities therein placed upon them—responsibilities
which have reference not only to their own personal action, but
to that of those under their command.

They are called upon to study these sectious not only in their
lctter, but in all that they comprise and suggest. They cannot
too strongly feel that freedon: from outrage, if possible, or, at all
cvents, the punishment of offenders, within the county committed
to their charge, is expected of them ; and they ought therefore
to feel deeply solicitous that all under their comimand are properly
trained and rendered as efficient as possible in those duties and
obligations.

With this view they should take all opportunities of examining
and instructing the younger officers of their respective counties,
and of conferring with those more experienced in the service, as
regards the measures proper to be taken, and the points to which
attention should be directed, in case of serious outrage.

It would be impossible to refer, in o communication like the
present, to all the points which, in such a case, ought to claim
the immediate attention of the police : such, for example, as (in
the case of a murder) the prompt arrest of suspected persons
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the discovery.of the instrument with which the offence was com-
‘mitted ; of portions-of, c]otlnng, of the marks’ of blood—or of
shot™_or of footmarks, &e. '

- A-minute-and searchma exammatlon of the aceno—(whether
the murder was perpetra.ted within or without doors)—should
be mado, and & note taken of the exact state in which it was.
found, mcludmg any facts or circumstances that might be cou-
coived to bo of uso in-throwing light upon the occurrence. If
in a house, immediate possession should be taken by the police,
and all strangers’and unofficial persons carefully excluded from
access to'it, or’ to any.of 'its’ contents, without the sanction of a
Magistrate or of the Otficer in charge.

In other cases, similar (thongh not 1dent1cql) prec’tutmns and
measures ndaptcd to.the nature of the outrage and %he circum-
stances of the case, will suggest themselves to the mtelhgent and
experienced County’ Inspectm who' shiould therefore be at no’
loss for materials of instruction and direction to those nnder his
command, and who should let slip no opportunity of questioning
and testing the younger officers especially, so as the better to
prepare them to act promptly and correctly on the occurrence of
outrage,

But it cannot be too-frequently reiterated that prevention of
crime is of the first importance ; and where there is reason teo
suspect that the aafety of any person is menaced, or that other
serlous outrage is meoditated, increased \'1gllance should Dbe
exercised, and precautionary measures, suitable to the case,
should be taken. Such cases should likewise, therefore, form the
frequent subject of instrnction, examination, and diseussion, as
above pointed out.

’ _HENM Joun Brownriaa,
Inspector-General.
‘o County Inspectors.
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