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A Thaoisigh, a Aire Dlí agus Cirt, a Aire Stáit ag Oifig na nOibreacha Poiblí, a Dhaoine Uaisle, a aíonna onóracha agus a chairde,

Tá áthas mór orm a bheith in éineacht libh go léir an tráthnóna seo mar Choimisinéir an Gharda Síochána chun íobairt na n-ochtó trí chomhaltaí atá tar éis bás a fháil ar dualgas a thabhairt chun cuimhne agus a bhfuil a n-ainmneacha léirithe ar an Rolla Onóra.

Mo bhuíochas ar fad libhse, go háirithe na gaolta go léir,  as ucht bailiú le chéile anseo ag Gairdín nua Chuimhneacháin an Gharda Síochána.

In welcoming you all here today I want in a special way to welcome the families and descendants of our fallen colleagues who are especially remembered at today’s event and in this Memorial Garden. This is an occasion of mixed emotions for many of you as we think back to events and incidents that occurred suddenly over the years.
We in An Garda Síochána appreciate, in the same way that police forces do all over the world, the particular burden that is carried by police families.

Each day men and women wave goodbye to their families and report for duty to police and protect our community. Thankfully, almost every day, they return safely to their homes at the end of their shift. At 83 different moments in the last 88 years, time has stood still for the entire Garda family as reports have come in that there has been an incident - maybe a shooting, a collision, a drowning - and a colleague has been lost. We seek out details of who, where and how and for a long time after we ask why. 

It is important that we take this moment to recognise the particular pain which those moments visit upon the loved ones of those who pay that ultimate sacrifice. It is a price they pay not only in the immediate aftermath but for years afterwards. It is appropriate that we not only support them at the time but recognise their particular contribution on an ongoing basis. 

This initiative, today’s ceremony, the presentation of medals to family representatives and the opening of this garden are all about doing that in some small way. I hope that as well as serving as an enduring memorial to those 83 people on the Roll of Honour who have died in the service of the State, it can serve as an occasional space for reflection and healing for the friends, families and colleagues. It will have achieved its purpose if it becomes a place for families, the community, and indeed for members of An Garda Síochána generally to pause a while in peaceful and tranquil reflection on the particular contribution which the fallen have made and the general contribution that all police officers make.

I am particularly grateful to An Taoiseach, the Minister for Justice and the Minister of State for joining with us today as we mark the official opening of this garden. I want also to thank all of those associated with this initiative and who worked so hard for its implementation as well as those responsible for putting together today’s moving ceremony.

I want to compliment the Chairman of the Office of Public Works and her team and in particular Ms Anna Dolan, senior architect, for their part in the realisation of the project.

I took some time recently to visit the finished garden and it is in such quiet moments that you really appreciate the vision which Anna Dolan has executed here. You will see in the booklet how she has used the image of a fallen tree - cut down bringing an abrupt end to the natural cycle of life - and in that way has tried to reflect the tragedy of lives lost and the sadness and grief of loved ones left behind. The glass sculpture is designed to radiate a light of hope for families and friends who mourn. A specially commissioned stone sculpture commemorates all deceased members of An Garda Síochána, the Royal Irish Constabulary and the Dublin Metropolitan Police.
Anna, you have managed to give tangible expression to the loss which this garden remembers, the service it seeks to recognise and the hope it seeks to inspire.

I also want to thank G&T Crampton, contractors to the Memorial Garden, who have paid her and us the compliment of executing her vision to such a high and impressive standard. 

Like all projects, the garden and today’s ceremony demanded hard work and organisation from a dedicated group of people under the leadership and stewardship of Chief Superintendent Colm Rooney. I am deeply grateful to them for their commitment to realising this important project. 

A sincere thanks and acknowledgement is due for the help and support received from the Representative Associations, Garda Credit Unions, the Retired Members Association, the Garda Benevolent Trust Fund and the New York City Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association. 
As always on these occasions, I must say a particular thank you to Fr. Joe Kennedy, Garda Chaplin and Archdeacon David Pierpoint. 
Music often gives voice to our emotions and sentiments much more effectively than words and I would like therefore to recognise the contribution of the Garda choir and Garda Band. 

As well as being a moment of remembrance for those who have fallen, this is also an appropriate moment to reflect on a proud organisation which was enriched by their service and which continues to be enriched by the service of thousands of members and the support of thousands of families.

Those of us who serve today serve in an organisation with a proud history and tradition. In the face of grave challenges and obstacles from both criminal and subversive forces, we maintained the fundamental principle of providing a policing service drawn from the community and serving the community. It is a particular matter of pride for me as the 18th Commissioner of An Garda Síochána that we continue to do so as an unarmed uniformed force. That has been fundamental to the nature of policing in this country since the establishment of An Garda Síochána in 1922. 

At the end of last month the Minister and I presided over the graduation of our 267 most recent graduates. On their appointment as members of An Garda Síochána these new members, like so many generations before them, made a declaration of commitment to the community. 
Members making this solemn declaration pledge to faithfully discharge the duties of a member of An Garda Síochána with fairness, integrity, regard for human rights, diligence and impartiality, upholding the Constitution and the laws and according equal respect to all people. That is the objective which our members are required to meet every day, during every shift and in every encounter. I, as Commissioner, ask them to do so in accordance with the Values of this modern Garda organisation: Honesty, Accountability, Respect and Professionalism.

Right around the country day in, day out members on the frontline take up duty and apply themselves to the problems of the day. Their work makes a profound difference to the safety and security of this country and its people. Each day the men and women of An Garda Síochána assess risks, make judgements and take actions to protect the community – everyday acts of bravery which don’t always make headlines but which make a real difference to the lives of the people we serve.

In concluding and paying a final tribute to the 83 people on the Roll of Honour, I want to draw on the words of Vivian Eney Cross inscribed on the United States National Police Memorial in Washington DC which made a real impact on me when I first visited there a number of years ago. She herself is the widow of a Capitol Police officer who was killed on duty. The dedication reads: "It is not how these officers died that made them heroes, it is how they lived."

Today we recognise our fallen heroes and also those who live their legacy in the uniform of An Garda Síochána every day.

Go ndéana Dia trócaire ar ár mairbh.

